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When people think of history, they tend to conjure images of great events, fascinating 
leaders, monumental institutions, and pivotal movements in a society’s direction. In such 
focus on “history writ large,” the lived experiences are lost and history becomes a 
mindnumbing timeline of dates and names. Rather than reconnecting us to the past, such 
history can alienate events, making the past even more distant and unknown. 
 
In contrast, old homes connect people intuitively to the past. Reverberating with the lives 
of former owners, such homes naturally bind architects, builders, city planners, 
neighbors, and current and former residents in an intimate setting. When we wonder 
about the room design, construction materials, or the feelings that certain rooms exude, 
we are communicating with the past. These are private spaces, after all, where residents 
and guests have exchanged laughter, tears, friendships, and concerns over many years. 
 
How can we not know them, these people with whom we share such space? 
 
By starting with the historical record, we begin to approach such insights. By discovering 
who lived here and for how long, what the neighborhood looked like, and what the recent 
history suggests, we begin to reveal clues about the history in your own Denver home. 
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Address: 1455 Fillmore Street, Denver CO 80206 

Subdivision: Chamberlin's Subdivision 

Lots: Lot 41 and the north half of Lot 40 

BLM Coordinates: Township 4S, Range 68W, Section 1 

Parcel ID: 5012-04-023 

Latitude/Longitude: 39.73909 / -104.95274 

Plat Submitted: May 3, 1888 

Founders: Thomas S Hayden & Charles E Dickinson 

  

Original Permit: November 6, 1902 

Water Connected: March 23, 1903 

Builder: E D Hinckley 

Architect: George L Bettcher 

First Homeowner: Julius Frank 

Occupation: Tramway conductor 

  

  

�



�����������	�
������
�������������������

���������������������������� � �����# �

� �����
	��	 �������&���������

'
��'
��'
��'
�������	
������	
������	
������	
� ����
When the United States was founded, a weak federal union made financing governmental 
services into a great challenge. At the same time, Americans wanted to know how their 
nation would expand and grow. To resolve both concerns, Congress passed the Land 
Ordinance of 1785, making way for the now-familiar Public Land Survey System. By 
dividing regions into 36-square mile townships, new states could be established alongside 
the necessary public services. 
 
The original land ordinance reserved Section 16 of each township for educational 
purposes. In 1848, Congress provided even more funding by adding Section 36 to the 
educational allotment. Municipal officials could choose to build on these lands or sell 
them in support of the district's schools and teachers.  
 
Situated on the northern boundary of Township 4S in Range 68W, the lands which would 
become 1455 Fillmore Street were a stone's throw away from the designated "School 
Land." 
 
Even more relevant to the founding of Chamberlin's Subdivision was the transcontinental 
railroad. The city's population had stagnated at 5,000 for more than a decade after the 
initial gold rush. But the completion of a spur to the transcontinental railroad in 
Cheyenne caused a rapid expansion. By 1880, 35,000 people had descended upon 
Denver, which by 1890 counted more than 100,000 souls. The nation's 26th largest city  
expanded across the surrounding hills into areas theretofore reserved for scrub brush and 
prairie dogs. 
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The eponym for this subdivision was also a product of local and national trends.  
Humphrey Barker Chamberlin was a British ex-pat, born on February 7, 1847 in the 
world's first industrial city: Manchester, England. As the first child of Eliza Barker and 
cabinetmaker Robert Chamberlin, Humphrey would exemplify both financial acumen and 
technological "march of progress." 
 
At the age of 5, Humphrey was taken to New York, where his family planned a new life. 
His father did well in both carpentry and real estate in central New York, boasting real 
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estate holdings worth $800 and personal property amounting to $300, according to the 
federal census of 1860. His son would follow in these footsteps, fulfilling the promise of 
America's "Gilded Age." 
 
Humphrey became a telegrapher, serving both a local company and the Union cause in 
the Civil War. After the war, he spent three years as a clerk in a drug store before 
deciding to open his own shops in Fulton and, later, in Syracuse, New York. There he 
met and married Alice Packard, became a leader in the local YMCA, and commenced 
raising a family. 
 
Health problems then changed the course of Humphrey 
Chamberlin's life. Suffering an unspecified physical 
breakdown in 1879, Chamberlin's doctor suggested a 
health vacation among the salubrious Rocky 
Mountains. It would be quite a remove from the 
populous east coast. World traveler Isabella Bird had 
just written a book referencing Denver as "a great 
braggart city… spread out, brown and treeless, upon 
the brown and treeless plain." Yet Humphrey's year-
long convalescence introduced him to great fishing, 
hunting, and hiking in the region. With business also 
booming in Denver, Humphrey decided to stay full 
time after his recovery. 
 
After accepting a post as President of Tuggy Boot and Shoe Company, Chamberlin found 
more entrepreneurial opportunities than he could handle. He incorporated the Manhattan 
Gold and Silver Mining Company in August 1881, vesting $2 million in capital in such 
enterprises as the Occident and Edith mines. He also formed a business partnership, 
dealing in insurance, loans, and real estate as "Chamberlin, Mills, and Packard." It was 
this latter work which would lead to the founding of 1455 Fillmore. 
 

In those years, the prime real estate was in Capitol Hill. 
Though previously a barren, dusty hilltop, this eastern 
summit had become the premier setting for the city's 
elite. Chamberlin capitalized on the southeasterly 
direction of settlement in May 1882 by platting what he 
called the "Central Capitol Hill Addition" around 14th 
and Clarkson. Later that same year, he partnered with 
Donald Fletcher, Thomas Hawkins, David Shoop, and 
Joseph Boughmanty to found Capitol Hill's "South 
Division" along what is now the 7th Avenue Historic 
District from Clarkson to Clayton. His purchase of the 
"Brown, Smith, and Porter Addition" along 11th 
Avenue from Downing to Washington before the year's 
end solidified Chamberlin's grasp on Denver's most 
attractive new real estate.  
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After his initial Denver developments, Humphrey expanded his focus. By 1886, the H. B. 
Chamberlin Company was investing in Pueblo, San Antonio, and Forth Worth. In June 
1887, the company established the Chamberlin's Capitol Heights subdivision in the area 
bounded by Detroit and St Paul between 9th and 11th avenues.  
 
Less than a year later on May 3, 1888, Chamberlin's Subdivision was platted: 
 

 
 
 
The strange part is that, unlike Chamberlin's earlier subdivisions, this one was not affixed 
with his signature. Instead, Thomas Hayden & Charles Dickinson made the transfer, as 
indicated below. 

 
 
 



�������������  �!�������������� �

�����$� � ��������������������������� �

Leaving aside for the moment the question of signatories, Chamberlin's history must first 
be completed. The historical record shows that his holdings grew ever more diverse. By 
1890, he was involved in numerous businesses. Included among his holdings were a local 
railroad (Pikes Peak Railway), a large manufacturing enterprise (Kibler Stove company), 
a prominent bank (Denver Savings Bank), and a municipal utility (Beaver Brook Water).  
 
Chamberlin's wealth enabled him to enjoy a very comfortable living, including a pair of 
private residences at 18th and Sherman. But he was also generous to the community. He 
contributed $20,000 to build Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, $25,000 for the Young 
Men's Christian Association, and $56,000 for an observatory at the University of Denver. 
all enormous sums for the time. In fact, the observatory's twenty-inch refracting telescope 
was the fifth largest in the nation, and remains his most prominent gift to the city. 
 
His munificence led to presidencies of both the national YMCA and the Denver Chamber 
of Commerce. Less than ten years after arriving in the state, he was being considered by 
some as a potential candidate for governor of Colorado. His personal characteristics were 
paramount, as a speaker in 1889 introduced him as a man who was: 
 

…true to his convictions, steadfast to his friends, and courteous to all. 
He is a man ambitious and determined in business, but, above all, 
ambitious to be known as one whom no circumstances can swerve from 
the highest ideal of integrity, whose generous impulses cannot be 
dwarfed and shriveled by wealth and prosperity. 

 
Unfortunately, Chamberlin's legacy would crumble even more quickly than it had been 
built. When the Silver Panic of 1893 hit, half of Denver's banks failed and many fortunes 
were lost. Chamberlin was stuck with many investments and few liquid assets. According 
to the New York Times,  "a full list of his creditors, who are in all parts of the world, 
would fill an ordinary eight page newspaper," yet he had little available cash with which 
to pay them. Liquidation of Chamberlin's estimated $8 million fortune yielded just a few 
thousand dollars. He was bankrupt. 
 
Though he could wander through the magnificent Trinity Methodist church, visit the 
sumptuous YMCA building, or drive through the streets he had platted, Chamberlin had 
nothing left in his name. He looked through the eyepiece of his remarkable telescope just 
once, reportedly lamenting "all I have left is what I gave away."  
 
Chamberlin's path now retraced his roots. By the end of 1894, he was back in New York 
City. A year later, he returned to England, where he worked in London for the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company of New York. But it wouldn't last long. On May 17, 1897,  
Chamberlin suffered a heart attack while riding his bicycle in Staines, England. The 
founder of 1455 Fillmore and its nearby environs was gone a half decade before the home 
itself would be built. 
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The relationship between Chamberlin and the subdivision signatories – Thomas S 
Hayden and Charles E Dickinson – remains a mystery. It is presumed that Hayden and 
Dickinson were agents of Chamberlin, else the naming of the subdivision would be quite 
inscrutable. In any event, knowing some of their life stories may illuminate more of the 
founding narrative so far revealed. 
 
Like Chamberlin, Hayden and Dickinson had come to Denver from the East Coast. 
Dickinson's family had arrived in Colorado from Ohio, after a previous migration from 
Massachusetts. Hayden was born in New York, and trailed through Illinois and 
Wisconsin before landing here. Both were still young men (in their late 30s) when 
Chamberlin's Subdivision was founded in May 1888. 
 
Two years earlier, the pair had founded "Bellevue" subdivision in Denver's Hale 
neighborhood. The design of the blocks within their district was unusual – six large plots 
to a block, 150 square feet each – suggesting an interest in selling to developers rather 
than to individual homeowners. 
 
Hayden and Dickinson were also neighbors: Hayden resided at 1639 Sherman and 
Dickinson just around the corner at 1601 Logan. 
 
Thomas Hayden would gain fame as one of three 
original incorporators of the town of Fletcher, soon to be 
renamed Aurora. A father of five, he also helped to form 
the Denver Union Water Company. Consolidating the 
assets of nine separate entities –American Water Works, 
Denver City Water Works, Denver City Irrigation and 
Water, Domestic Water, Beaver Brook Water, Mountain 
Water, and Citizens' Water – he partnered with Walter 
Cheesman and David Moffat to form the monopoly now 
known as Denver Water.  
 
But the water company went through some tumultuous 
early years. Between 1907 and 1911, four of the 
company's officers died, including both Cheesman and 
Moffat. In 1912, Hayden ascended to the presidency of 
the company.  
 
He promptly died of a massive heart attack. The Rocky 
Mountain News diagnosed the cause of death as 
"overwork by too close application to the affairs of the 
water company's business and attendant worry over his 
inability to bring order out of chaos." 
�

�
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Dickinson too knew about water, having worked in Leadville as both city clerk and 
bookkeeper for Leadville Water. A slightly younger man than his counterpart, he also had 
young children at the time to worry over. At the time Chamberlin's Subdivision was 
founded, he had three children under the age of twelve. Perhaps that explains why his 
wife, Sofia, was so prominent in the social movement to provide free preschools for 
children whose mothers had to work. As secretary of the Kindergarten Society, she 
oversaw the opening of the Delgany Street Kindergarten between 21st & Stanton Avenue 
in the late 1880s. 
 
Yet to learn more about the legacy of this pair, at least insofar as the history of 1455 
Fillmore is concerned, we must move again to the wider picture of Denver history. 
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Though it sounds like a tautology, Fillmore Street was not originally known as Fillmore 
Street. Initially, the streets in this area were known by rather more saintly names. 
 
In 1888, Detroit Street was known in this area as St Charles, while Milwaukee Street was 
known as St James or St Ann Street. Even today's St Paul Street was then given a 
different name, going by the Assisi appellation of St Francis.  
 
Meanwhile, Fillmore Street was known as St George Street. 
 
It would be convenient to suggest that this theme derived from a subdivision just to the 
south of Chamberlin's Subdivision called St James Heights. But if this is so, prior 
collusion would have to be suspected, because St James Heights was founded by an 
entirely different developer (James M Johnson) just slightly after Chamberlin's 
Subdivision was founded… 26 days later, to be precise. Yet Chamberlin's earlier plat 
already contained the saintly names as listed above. 
 
St George Street was only one of many names for Denver's 2900 east block. North of 
Colfax, it was known as Cleveland Street, Packard Place, 5th Street, 6th Street, Elder 
Street, and Thomas Avenue. South of 6th Avenue, it was known as Shumate Street, 
Monte Christo Avenue, and 8th Street. 
 
That the street names changed around the turn of the century can be credited to one man: 
32-year-old Howard Maloney, a bookkeeper for the Denver Union Water Company. 
Because the multiplicity of street names made it difficult to find addresses for all sorts of 
city utilities and services, especially in the wake of numerous annexations, Maloney 
helped to rationalize the system in 1903. Ordinance 16 brought order to city street names, 
including alphabetical groups representing Indian tribes, colleges, states, and the like.  
 
Fillmore Street was named for Millard Fillmore, who ascended to the presidency of the 
United States on July 9, 1850 upon the death of Zachary Taylor. Born in poverty in 
upstate New York, he was an obscure, self-made man when nominated to run for Vice 
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President, and did little to distinguish himself thereafter. Historians generally regard him 
as one of the least effective presidents in United States history, and his inactivity is 
celebrated by an ironical Millard Fillmore Society, celebrating mediocrity in American 
society. 
 
Of course, Fillmore is not the only presidential name ensconced in Denver streets. Just to 
the west, starting at today's Steele Street, was a lesson in presidential succession. There, 
turn of the century residents would find Washington Street, followed on the east by 
Adams Street, Jefferson Street, Madison Street, and Monroe Street. Although only 
Adams and Madison yet remain, the nearby Fillmore Street offers perhaps a glimpse into 
the presidential honorific reflecting national pride in even our most humble chief 
executives. 
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The story previously told about this home is that it was a mail order house, purchased 
from Sears, Montgomery Ward, Alladin, Gordon-Van Tine, or some other design outlet. 
Indeed, the neighbors pointed to the nearly-identical home just down the street, 
suggesting that both were designed by a national home seller. 
 
As it turns out, the conclusion was incorrect, but the evidence was right. This was not a 
Sears home, but it was a perfect double of its neighbor, as revealed by building permits. 
 
Permits #1473 and 1474 were issued on November 6, 1902. For $3000 each, two 1.5 
story residences with dimensions 24' x 36' were to be built on Fillmore Street between 
14th & 15th. 
 

 
 
 
The homes would be erected on lots 41-42 in Chamberlin's Subdivision. G. L. Bettcher 
was listed as the architect, E. D. Hinckley was listed as the builder, and Julius Frank was 
the homeowner. 
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The same story is confirmed by the tap record from the Denver Union Water Company. 
Since virtually all urban homes at the turn of the century were connected to the municipal 
water supply, this record helps to confirm the chronology indicated by the building 
permit. 
 
The building permit was granted in November, and the water supply was requested on 
March 23, 1903. Though four months represents a relatively long time between the two 
records, the intervening winter months help to explain the delay.  
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It is also noteworthy that the signatory to the tap record was the same person indicated on 
the building permit: E. D. Hinkley. And the delay was certainly not the fault of the water 
company itself, as the connection was completed on March 27 at 10:00 am, just four days 
after the original request was made.  
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Building permits at the turn of the century very rarely included the name of an architect. 
While lacunae in the data may be one part of the reason for this, it also should be noted 
that few buildings were the unique creation of a specific architect. The fact that 1455 
Fillmore has both a named architect (G. L. Bettcher) and a listed builder (E. D. Hinckley) 
suggests a special building indeed. 
 
The story of architect George Louis Bettcher's early life has been told in Noel and 
Norgren's Denver: The City Beautiful, as follows: 
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George Louis Bettcher (1862-1952) was born in Jersey City, New Jersey on 
December 4, 1862, and received his schooling there. He came to Denver in 1895 
and opened a long and successful architectural practice. Mainly a commercial 
and residential architect, Bettcher designed buildings in many Denver 
neighborhoods including Park Hill, Capitol Hill, Whittier, Five Points, 
Cheesman, North Denver, and Country Club.  
 

A transplant from the East coast, Bettcher was just seven years into his professional 
career at the time of this building's design. He was not, however, inexperienced. Building 
permits reveal that he averaged nearly 15 buildings per year in Denver, with 8 buildings 
in 1900, 21 in 1901, 12 in 1902, 17 in 1903, 14 in 1904, and 12 in 1905.  
 
Bettcher was not inexpensive either. Indeed, at an estimated $3,000 to build, the home at 
1455 Fillmore Street would be his least expensive structure in 1902. His other 
commissions that year included homes for E. O. Field ($4,000), E. L. Staats ($4,000), 
Mary McClenehan ($4,000), M H Lord ($6,000), Edward Bishop ($8,000), S. J. Sullivan 
($9,000), Lena Cohn ($4,000), and V. E. Leggett ($4,000), to say nothing of the $15,000 
addition to the National Jewish Hospital and the $25,000 complex designed for Jarmuth 
& Harrison.  
 
This comparative review of commissions may hint at the reason homeowner Julius Frank 
utilized Bettcher's pattern for two homes on the same block. Bettcher's work was not 
cheap, and utilizing his design on more than one structure may have been a way to ensure 
the homeowner got his money's worth. 
 
What kind of homes was Bettcher building? Though official sources don't discuss such 
overarching principles, we can 
investigate the same through a 
survey of other buildings he  
designed in this period. 
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Architect George L. Bettcher 
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Architect George L. Bettcher 
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Architect George L. Bettcher 
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Architect George L. Bettcher 
 
 
 
 
A comparison of the homes at 1455 and 1469 Fillmore thus imparts similar 
characteristics with the rest of Bettcher's work: 
 

1455 Fillmore 

 

1469 Fillmore 
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For a city awash in the four-square style (locally referenced as "Denver Squares"), 
Bettcher's work seems to have been a variation on a theme. The symmetrical design on 
the second floor was often offset by an asymmetrical first floor. Virtually all of the 
designs included spacious front porches, which some residents later removed. Bay 
windows created significant disjunctures in Bettcher-designed homes, and each featured a 
prominent central apex. 
 
Though each home demonstrated unique style as befitting his clients' expectations, 
Bettcher's mix of contemporary styling and patterned design made him one of the more 
sought-after architects of his era.  
 
An brief end to Bettcher's story is provided by Denver: The City Beautiful: 

 
Bettcher was in practice with his son, George F Bettcher until his retirement in 
1942 or 1943. George L Bettcher died in Denver in November 1952. He was a 
member of the Denver Kiwanis Club and the Colorado Chapter of the A.I.A. 
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The property owner responsible for the home built on this site also deserves highlight. 
Because this family provided the earliest stories of lived history for this structure, we 
search the records to find traces of their lives which transpired in this shared space. 
 
Julius Frank was the original owner of 1455 Fillmore Street. Though news of his life 
comes to us primarily through census reports, the thumbnail sketch emerging from 
limited resources suggests a somewhat different type of absentee owner. 
 
First found in Denver in 1910, 37-year-old Julius F Frank was living with his 34-year-old 
wife Anna S Frank. The couple had wed around 1897 in Illinois, a first marriage for both.  
 
Living in Illinois around the turn of the century, their family had already begun to grow. 
Their first child, Gladys E, was born in 1899. A son, Harold G, came soon thereafter in 
1901. Amidst all this, the Franks decided to relocate to Denver. In July 1901, Julius 
bought the property that would become 1455 Fillmore. 
 
Both Julius and Anna were first-generation German immigrants, yet both spoke English. 
Julius probably spoke very well, considering his profession as conductor for the tramway. 
His working-class job seems to have provided savings, because they both bought and 
built 1455 Fillmore (and 1469 Fillmore) as an investment property. Rather than living in 
the area, they chose to settle much farther north at 4400 Vrain Street. 
 
The kids grew up quickly. On March 18th of 1919, 18-year-old Harold married the 20-
year-old Effie B. Ziegler from Missouri. The cause for their betrothal became evident six 
months later, when their son William was born. Harold took a job as a truck driver for a 
grocery store, and the young family took up residence at 2824 Xavier Street. 
 
Gladys waited a bit longer. Rather than marry in her youth, she followed the trends of 
1920s America to remain single. She took a job as a bookkeeper, and lived with her 
parents on Vrain Street. Finally, on May 20, 1925 at the age of 26, Gladys Frank married 
Walter G Mueller.  
 
In the meantime, Julius and Anna Frank were doing well for themselves. They had 
purchased a new home at 4245 King Street, which had an estimated value of $5000. 
Julius took up a new occupation as a coal dealer, as listed in the 1930 census. Yet the 
onset of the Depression ultimately caused the sale of 1455 Fillmore.  
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On September 30, 1930, E. Luella Morrison became the next owner of this home, starting 
a new and yet-unknown era in its history. 
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There is much more to tell of the early owners and residents of this home. But it is also 
important to have an awareness of the time. The issues, events, and personalities that 
dominated Denver in the first decade of the twentieth century provide a context within 
which the home's life emerged.  
 
With 133, 859 residents in 1900, Denver was the 25th largest city in the country and the 
third largest in the West, behind only San Francisco and Kansas City. In the process of 
becoming a big city, Denver's character was often mistaken by visitors. Alexander 
Graham Bell toured the city in 1899, and was surprised with the more-refined-than-
advertised environment in Denver. "I have not, since I have been here, seen a single 
buffalo, a single cowboy, a single Indian, and I have been in Denver six hours and I have 
not been shot at." 
 
Life expectancy in America was 49 years, but nearly half of the people who lived to 
adulthood could anticipate reaching their 60th birthday. The real social catastrophe was 
infant mortality: more than one in ten died in their first year, as compared to fewer than 
one in a hundred today. The most common causes of death throughout the population 
were flu, pneumonia, typhoid, gastritis, and whooping cough. 
 
Even so, a considerable impetus for emigration to Denver was the altitude and dry air. 
People with asthma, tuberculosis, and other respiratory diseases were encouraged to 
migrate to the area. Such “lungers” slept on open-air porches all year round, and often 
found their breathing considerably eased or even cured. The disease was also mitigated in 
this decade merely by the city covering its water supply, which during its frontier days 
simply flowed in ditches aside the city streets. 
 
The homes of the time were infused with relatively little technology: only about a third of 
the homes across the country had running water; one in seven had a flush toilet; and one 
in thirty was lit by electricity. Because Denver was such a large city, of course, many 
more residents enjoyed these features, but it's important to understand the novelty offered 
by such conveniences.  
 
City transportation was also improving. Fewer than one in ten city dwellers had a horse in 
1900, and cable cars had also been eclipsed. In 1900, the last such device was converted 
to electric trolley, followed soon thereafter by the introduction of a large Platte Street 
electric power plant. The city was literally becoming electric. 
 
At the dawn of the 20th century, Denver was economically strong. Having emerged from 
the calamitous Panic of 1893, the city saw an opportunity to consolidate its gains from 
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the boom years. The boom days were over, and The City Beautiful movement was about 
to begin, rationalizing and beautifying structures in Colorado’s capital city. 
 
Robert Walker Speer was the motivating force for much of the change in this decade. An 
emigrant to the area himself as a tuberculosis patient, he became the head of the Board of 
Public Works in 1901, controlling nearly half the city’s budget. As mayor of Denver from 
1904 to 1912 (and again from 1916 to 1918), he seized the chance to transform the 
geography of the city. He developed Civic Center Park to be a model government center 
for walking and reflection. He channeled Cherry Creek and installed the graceful 
boulevard that now bears his name. He encouraged the city to erect a luminous Welcome 
Arch at Union Station with a 65 foot 
crest and nearly 1300 lights. He 
spearheaded the construction of the 
Denver Auditorium, then the second 
largest such space in the country 
behind only Radio City Music Hall. 
More than 111,000 trees were planted 
under his watch, and Denver’s 
mountain park system was born.  
 
Of course, it was not all sweetness and 
smiles. Mayor Speer was a boss, and 
threw his political power behind the 
business interests of the day. But he 
also had a heart, speaking of both zoo 
animals and celery as things which 
“suffer when injured the same as any 
of us.” He took away the ubiquitous “Keep Off Grass” signs in public parks and 
encouraged amorous liaisons, saying “The more young people to marry the better... if 
love-making in the parks will help it along, why then they can do all the love making in 
the parks they want to." 
 
In 1902, Denver achieved “home rule,” leaving Arapahoe County to form the "City and 
County of Denver." 1906 was a year for firsts, as the Denver Mint issued its first coins 
and the National Western Stock Show was first held. In 1908, Denver hosted the 
Democratic National Convention, nominating William Jennings Bryan for the third time 
as their presidential candidate. But the more general fact of the decade is that Mayor 
Speer was in charge, with all of the good and bad that implied. 
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The historical legacy of this home is now the hands of Christopher Ciallo and Claudia 
van Dijk. Like the original owners, the young couple purchased the home while their 
relationship was still in early bloom. 
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30-year-old Chris and 33-year-old Claudia met while working at the University of 
Colorado Medical School. They are both physicians whose specialties are anesthesia and 
nephrology, respectively.  
 
On September 16, 2006, the two were married at the Castle of Doornenburg in the 
Netherlands. 
 
Chris was born and raised in Colorado. He graduated from Cherry Creek High School. 
He also attended Johns Hopkins University, the University of Michigan Medical School, 
the University of Colorado Medical School , and the University of California at San 
Francisco. 
 
Claudia was born in the Netherlands and raised in the town of Huissen. Most of her 
education was in the Netherlands but she moved to the United States to finish her medical 
degree and practice medicine. She is an accomplished gourmet cook, photographer and 
gardener. 
 
They both love the outdoors, especially hiking and camping in the mountains whenever 
they have any free time together. And of course, they love their new old house, which 
offers both memories and character far beyond both words and history. 
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Historical maps are treasured resources, because they offer a wide-angle perspective on 
changes in the landscape. Below is a series of such maps, outlining the ownership and 
design of the early era's streets. Later maps also provide a visual context for the structures 
erected in this area. Note in particular the details of Baist's 1905 map, which shows the 
sewer running through the alleys, an electric streetcar on Colfax, and the home's address 
listed as 1459 Fillmore. 
 
1874 Thayer map 
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1883 Thayer map 
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1885 Rollandet map 
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1887 Denver Litho Company map 
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1905 Baist map 
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1930 Sanborn map 
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As noted, more can be discovered about your home, such as: 
 

Personal research: Further investigation of the personalities in this home can 
provide a great deal more depth to the characters found, helping to establish the 
core of this home's history and residents. 
 
Sales data: Deeds of sale can show the signatures, names, conditions, and prices 
surrounding the sale of this home, giving a fuller picture of its residents, their 
means and lifestyles. 
 
Personal interviews: The past is still alive in numerous homeowners, neighbors, 
friends, and relatives with stories to tell of what it was like to live here, work here, 
and adapt the building over time. 

 
In all of this, there is an implicit value. As pledged in the Historical Insights mission 
statement: 
 

We look not simply to reveal facts about the past, but to illuminate real 
people and life-events both great and small. As homes are a tangible 
record of culture, we hope that these studies will connect people to the 
past, and in so doing, strengthen ties to the homes, communities, and 
historical record to which we all belong. 

 
With this phase of the research complete, we leave the building with a more certain place 
in our community and thoughts than it otherwise would have enjoyed. Its history 
deserved to be told, and we are all rewarded as a result. 


