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When people think of history, they tend to conjure images of great events, fascinating leaders, 
monumental institutions, and pivotal movements in a society’s direction. In such focus on 
“history writ large,” the lived experiences are lost and history becomes a mindnumbing timeline 
of dates and names. Rather than reconnecting us to the past, such history can alienate events, 
making the past even more distant and unknown. 
 
In contrast, old homes connect people intuitively to the past. Reverberating with the lives of 
former owners, such homes naturally bind architects, builders, city planners, neighbors, and 
current and former residents in an intimate setting. When we wonder about the room design, 
construction materials, or the feelings that certain rooms exude, we are communicating with the 
past. These are private spaces, after all, where residents and guests have exchanged laughter, 
tears, friendships, and concerns over many years.�
 
How can we not know them, these people with whom we share such space? 
 
By starting with the historical record, we begin to approach such insights. By discovering who 
lived here and for how long, what the neighborhood looked like, and what the recent history 
suggests, we can start to reveal clues about the history in your own Denver home. 
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Address: 500 East 8th Avenue, Denver CO 80203??? 

Subdivision: Arlington Heights 

Lots: Block 18, Lots 1-5 inclusive and the west 8' 7" of vacant alley 
adjacent 

Parcel ID: 5039 16 018 000 

Land Bureau Coordinates: Township 4S Range 68W Section 3 

Plat Submitted: October 5, 1880 

Founders: Emma I & Richard C Whitsitt 

  

Home Built: Original permit missing (Assessor's record claims 1921) 

Water Connected: June 1, 1920 

Architect/Builder: Jacques Benedict / Harry James Manning 

First Homeowner: Oscar Malo 

Occupation: Founding president of Intermountain Elevator Company, 
Shorego Oil, and Sargeant-Malo Realty 

  

Longest Tenure: Edith Mullen Malo 

Years: 1919 – 1957 

  

Facts of Note: This home was not only the residence of milling magnate 
Oscar Malo, son-in-law of famed J K Mullen, but also was 
owned by the Catholic archdiocese, swindler Trenton Parker, 
and millionaire heiress Swanee Hunt – who together offered 
many stories of decline and redemption in this home. 

  

Credits: Many details of the Malo and Mullen clan were gathered 
through the efforts of local historian Sharon Elfenbein. Photo 
credits are due to the Denver Public Library, unless otherwise 
indicated. Public documents were obtained in offices of the 
Assessor, Building Department, and City Clerk. 
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Though it is natural to perceive settlement as consistently moving westward, white settlement of 
the plot which would become 500 East 8th Avenue had more local origins in the northwest. 
 
With the early towns of Highland, Auraria, and Denver 
centering around the confluence of the South Platte River 
and Cherry Creek, this land lay to the south. The land 
offered special geographic significance: close to Cherry 
Creek, yet situated upon a hill providing both a stunning 
vista and a convenient path through the prairie, with two 
wagon trails merging just 500 yards to the north. Defined 
by the US Land Office as the south half of the southeast 
quarter of Township 4S Range 68W Section 3, this land 
can be understood in the 1862 maps below and to the 
right. 
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Denver's original land grant was more restrictive than anticipated. The annexation of Highland 
and Auraria unexpectedly led Congress in 1864 to seed the city with just 960 acres – one third of 
what its founders had expected. City acreage would double ten years later in 1874, with a 
southern fixed at present-day 11th Avenue. It wasn't until February 13, 1884 that the city would 
finally encompass the grounds which would later house the Malo mansion. 
 
Property ownership here was claimed by Richard E Whitsitt. As a member of the pioneering 
Larimer party in 1858, Whitsitt was a force to be reckoned with. In 1859, he wrote with a mix of 
anger and triumph: "them Southern desperados from Georgia that located their city on the west 
side of Cherry Creek have reached the end of their rope. They have lied about our town-site and 
traduced its obvious merits wherever they had a chance to wag a tongue or write a letter. But 
their doom is sealed already and Denver is the city of the present and the future." 
 
In October 1859, Whitsitt fought the first duel in Denver history. He and postmaster W P 
McClure traveled up Cherry Creek about a mile from town to settle a dispute over slavery. Two 
hundred spectators watched as the men walked ten paces, whirled, and shot with their Colt 
revolvers. Hit in the stomach, McClure was seriously wounded but survived. 
 
Whitsitt was similarly aggressive in his real estate deals. He entered into a number of 
transactions, claiming much of the area east of Broadway despite having made no homestead or 
formal request of the US land office. He tried to force Henry C Brown into giving up claim to 
Capitol Hill, but Brown pulled out a hatchet in response. Though aggrieved, Whitsitt consoled 
himself by purchasing land around Quality Hill in 1861 from Jacob Murphy, who had 
homesteaded the area. 
 

Richard Whitsitt's office, corner of Larimer & G St reet, circa 1862 
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After a decade of stagnating population, the completion of a railroad line in 1870 led Denver to 
grow rapidly. This city of less than 5,000 residents swelled to more than 30,000 a decade later, 
with Capitol Hill as a prime residential location. On October 5, 1880, Richard and Emma 
Whitsitt submitted the plat below for a subdivision they called "Arlington Heights." 

 
The layout of streets was fairly standard, but a number of unusual designs were incorporated into 
the plan. Each block was to be forested by trees, including the unsubdivided areas of the 600 
block between Logan and Pennsylvania and the 700 block between Broadway and Lincoln. All 
of the alleys were excluded from public access, indicating their sole use as "private ways for the 
use of proprietors of lots." Whitsitt's plat also ensured that fixed-rail transit would not invade 
their quiet area, seeking to "prohibit forever the laying of Railroads or Tramways" on 
Pennsylvania, Grant, Sherman, Logan, and Lincoln Street. 
 
Somewhat ironically, the city passed an ordinance 26 years later claiming the area's southwestern 
corner for the construction of a throughway called Cherry Creek Drive. Though the owners 
challenged the decision, a court ordered the transfer on June 25, 1907, making way for the 
parkway later entitled "Speer Boulevard." 
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Just as new streets would later be created, the street denoting Denver's 800 north block wasn't 
always called 8th Avenue. At the time of the original platting in 1880, it was known as Bowles 
Street – probably named after wealthy stockman, Joseph W Bowles of Littleton, Colorado. 
Further west it was known as South Street, Morris Avenue, and Center Avenue. Beyond Quebec 
Street, its name changed to 9th Avenue, and became Ontario Avenue after it reached Aurora. 
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Obviously these varying names led to confusion. Standardization of street names came about 
through the work of one man: 32 year old Howard C Maloney, a bookkeeper for the Denver 
Union Water Company. After numerous annexations had multiplied the duplicity of street 
names, Maloney helped to rationalize the system in 1903, crafting the details for Denver 
Ordinance #16 that would bring order to the city's streets. The 800 north street would 
consistently be known as 8th Avenue. 
 
A street formerly credited to this area's founding was renamed as well. Whitsitt Street, which 
once graced South Denver from Alameda to Virginia avenues, became Franklin Street. This  
founder's name would disappear from area streets, but remained in the history books and the 
pioneering spirit that drove this property to development. 
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In the late 19th century, Quality Hill grew in esteem. As Capitol Hill built up with apartment 
houses and businesses, the elite moved into new areas defined by more expensive lots, 
sumptuous mansions, and restrictive covenants. In the 600-1200 blocks between Lincoln and 
Downing, Quality Hill's streets were maintained by well-paid private trash collectors. 
Emphasizing elevated living without the influence of shops and apartments, their signs warned 
against lower-class influences: "Beggars and Peddlers Keep Out!" 
 
Building quality was also emphasized. One of the first steps in this regard was a campaign to 
destroy the Old Ladies Home on 8th Avenue between Grant and Logan. Established in 1875 to 
assist poverty-stricken women, the three-story Victorian structure had been established with the 
Whitsitts' approval even before subdivision. By the 1890s, however, opponents led by John 
Campion were terming it "the ugliest building in Denver" and calling for its destruction. By 
1903, the institution had been relocated, and Campion demolished the old home in favor of a 30-
room mansion. Folks soon began whispering that the new home was haunted, especially as facts 
seemed to pile up against the opponents of the Old Ladies Home: Campion's death in 1916 was 
quickly followed by the passing of his wife, two sons, and a son-in-law, and his fortune dwindled 
from $10 million dollars to $1-2 million in just a few years. 
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Arlington Height's Block 18 had a 30-room mansion of its own. In 1902, James Benton Grant 
constructed a Colonial Revival home which was among Denver's finest homes. Though the 
family dwelling was listed at 770 Pennsylvania Street, Grant's interest in the area had begun 
sixteen years earlier on the land that would become 500 East 8th Avenue. 
 
In June 1886, Mrs. Mary M Grant purchased the block's northwestern corner – more specifically, 
lots 1-3 and the north half of lot 4. Six years later, she gathered the entire northeastern quarter of 
the block into her holdings, including lots 33-46. A decade later, they purchased another strip of 
properties (lots 8-17 and 20-23) and built their home. 
 
With money derived from Leadville mining and the Denver-based Omaha and Grant Smelter, 

James had become a founding director of the Denver 
National Bank and first Democratic governor of 
Colorado in 1883-85. After living appropriately 
enough on Denver's Grant Street (1280 Grant, named 
for President Ulysses Grant), they decided to build 
their new mansion here on Quality Hill, complete with 
an expansive garden. 
 
After James Benton Grant died in 1911, the mansion 
became too much for the widow Grant. During 1917 
and 1918, she sold the home and 25 of its lots in 
several transactions to Alice Humphreys. As the wife 
of Colonel Albert Humphreys (one of the five richest 
men in Colorado), Alice had access to considerable 
resources. So too did John Porter, who bought the 
northeastern five lots, and Edith Mullen Malo, who 
bought the northwestern lots. Malo's ownership would 
extend female tenure of the land beyond mid-century, 

and initiate construction of the home that now stands at 500 East 8th Avenue. 
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The Malos may not have been entirely clear where they would build their home, for they had 
purchased not only the northwestern corner of the block, but gathered land 175 feet to the south, 
encompassing lots 1-7. As much of that later proved unnecessary for the scope of the building 
and grounds, they ceded lots 6-7 to Alice Humphreys in 1921. 
 
An enduring mystery is presented in this home, because no building permit exists to confirm its 
original construction. The most reliable source regarding the home's design might be the 
daughter who grew up in the house, Mrs. Edith Malo Roberts. Born in 1916, she was quoted in a 
February 1969 interview as indicating that "Jacques B Benedict, noted Denver architect, was 
responsible for the design, style, and construction of this structure." Application materials on file 
at the Denver Landmark Preservation Commission also list Benedict as the architect of this fine 
building, as per the designation form indicating its inventory number below. 
 

 
 
However, that's not quite what Denver City Council thought. The ordinance for preservation 
posted on March 1, 1975 identified Harry James Manning as the responsible party. 
 

 
 
The mystery is hard to sort. Benedict did collaborate with Oscar Malo more than a decade later 
on the St. Malo Chapel, but it's unclear whether he was the architect of 500 East 8th Avenue as 
well or whether his latter work might have become confused with the Malo mansion itself. 
Benedict's training at l'Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris can also be seen in the intricate designs and 
Italianate stylings of the Malo mansion, but Harry James Manning also has a good claim with his 
Spanish-influenced style, prominence within the Catholic community, and commission at the 
nearby home of Charles Boettcher II (777 Washington, now destroyed). 
 
Perhaps the two collaborated on the design. They were contemporaries, after all, born just two 
years apart and at the height of their prestige in Denver society in 1919. Perhaps a cooperative 
spirit or established working relationship formed the basic design of the Malo mansion. 
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At this point, however, such musings are merely speculative. Further evidence will be necessary 
to uncloak the personal origin of this rather impressive design, and/or why the Denver Landmark 
Preservation Commission revised its earlier application. 
 
Whatever its provenance, 500 East 8th Avenue was an outstanding example of Revival style. 
With its low-pitched tile roof, wrought iron fences, arcaded entry, and ornate portico, later 
observers would note its eclectic mix of Spanish Colonial and Italianate influences. As Edith 
Malo Roberts reported in 1969: " The outstanding features of this home are its Italian Villa style, 
with considerable cast cement trim; the distinctive roof and eaves; the varied window styles, 
including three stained glass windows, and its location across from the Governor's Mansion." 
Although "many of the original furnishings, fireplaces, chandeliers, etc. were brought from 
France, it is thought that most of these decorative elements have since been removed." 
 
Despite the lack of a building permit, the approximate date of this work can be ascertained 
through the tap record. Although the building's birth has been given in Assessor's records as 
1921, that date is untenable. The Malo mansion's true birth should instead be ascribed to 1920, 
given Oscar Malo's application for a water connection on May 25th of that year. Such dates are 
generally quite faithful to the record of construction, and indicates that this home was readied for 
plumbing at a rather specific date and time: 9:00 o'clock in the morning of June 1, 1920. 
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Over the course of this home's 86 year history, it has had just nine owners. Given that two 
owners held the property for less than a week, the tenor of ownership has been remarkably 
stable, with each maintaining the property for an average of 17 years. 
 

Owner� Deed�
Edith Mullen Malo� 1919�
Archdiocese of Denver� 1957�
Trenton Parker / Malo Mansion Ltd 1973 
Frederick Ellsworth� 1977�
Thomas Geimer & Alexander Lincoln 1980 
Olam Associates� 1980�
Colorado Housing & Finance Authority� 1980�
Hafermehl/Copland Properties 1989 
Buchanan Yonushewski Group 2006 
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When 500 East 8th Avenue was designated a historical landmark in 1975, the Denver city 
ordinance specifically noted the home's connection to John K Mullen. What makes this strange is 
the fact that Mullen never lived here nor owned the property… and yet the historical connection 
is nonetheless valid and worthy of note. 
 
Born amidst famine, John Kernan Mullen gained prominence for his role in feeding the masses. 
The son of Dennis Mullen and Ellen Mulrey came into the world on June 11, 1847 in the west 
Ireland city of Ballinasle. With more than ten thousand residents, Ballinasle was something of an 
industrial center at the time, and Dennis may well have worked in one of the city's five mills. But 
the Irish Famine of the late 1840s decimated society. By 1849, more than 5,500 inmates 
crammed into his city's poorhouse, 2,500 of whom died of cholera. In 1856, the nine-year-old 
Mullen escaped his decimated homeland in favor of Oneida county, New York. 
 
Mullen soon left school and obtained work in flour mill earning $2 a week. The young man 
proved to be extraordinarily capable, and was promoted to head miller at the age of 20. But for 
reasons unspecified, Mullen chose instead to head out west. He arrived first in Illinois, and then 
lived in Kansas for four years, before finally moving to Denver in 1871. 
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It was then that he found a helpmeet. Katharine T Smith had been born in Ireland (or perhaps 
New York, as some census reports indicate) of an Irish-native mother, Ellen. After a time, her 
family moved out to Iowa, and ultimately pressed on to the Rocky Mountains during the early 
days of the gold rush. According to a story found in The Glory That Was Gold: 
 

Three times she risked the terrors of the covered wagon – only the bravest spirit 
forced her on. The trips were most hazardous: - they were attacked by Indians upon 
two or three occasions and zero weather added to their discomfort. 
 
The family settled in Nevadaville in 1864 and shortly thereafter moved to Central 
City where they were one of the first families to establish a home in the thriving 
mining camp. There the Kirk mine, owned by a branch of her family, produced the 
pitchblende ore from which the first radium was extracted for the experiments of 
Madame Curie. 

 
On October 12, 1874, John Mullen and Kate Smith wed in Denver. Mrs. Mullen's obituary 
indicates that the couple made their home in Leadville "for a long time, during the early days of 
the gold rush," but her husband's business dealings suggest that Denver was their home. 
 
Placed in charge of the Eagle mill at the corner of 8th & Curtis, Mullen soon branched out on his 
own. By 1875, he formed a milling partnership with Theodore Seth to lease the Star mill in north 
Denver. The partnership was short-lived, and within a year J K Mullen & Company was formed 
as a sole proprietorship. Mullen's business soon extended to several Denver mills, including the 
Excelsior flour mill at 8th & Lawrence. By 1880, he had also diversified into the storage 
business, building the state's first grain elevator: the Hungarian Elevator at 8th & Wazee. 
 
Mullens' family was also expanding, with four daughters born over the span of six years, 
including Ellen (1875), Mary (1877), Katherine (1879), and Edith (1881). Soon after Edith's 
birth, Mullen began making the well-known brand of Hungarian High-Altitude flour. Using a 
technique devised in Hungary, Mullen separated bran from the wheat to create the first low-cost 
white flour in Colorado. Though white flour is denigrated today for its nutritional deficiencies, 
nineteenth century Denverites hailed it as a breakthrough. Regardless of its social value, white 
bread made Mullen both famous and rich. 
 
Mullen was reportedly both personally invested and generous. In addition to meting out annual 
dividends for employees, he was "always in the wheat fields at harvest time, getting acquainted 
with the growers and their problems." And his word was solid: The Pinnacled Glory of the West 
considered the phrase "as honest as John Mullen" to be "the highest compliment one business 
man can pay another." 
 
Among his business legacies was the First National Bank of Denver, which he is credited with 
saving. As the Panic of 1893 decimated nearly half of Denver's financial institutions, Mullen 
stepped down from his office above the bank lobby to deposit money into First National, easing 
the run on the bank's coffers and thus saving its holdings. 
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So too is Mullen credited with saving 
Baby Doe Tabor from ruin. During the 
Panic, when Horace Tabor lost $9 million 
virtually overnight, Mullen provided an 
emergency loan to salvage the former 
mining king's holdings. After Horace died, 
his impoverished widow turned again to 
John Mullen. In exchange for the 
renowned Matchless Mine in Leadville, he 
provided for Baby Doe Tabor's welfare. 
Though Mullen owned the mine, Baby 
Doe  was allowed to live there for the rest 
of her life, regarding the property as her 
own. Years later the property would pass 
to Mullen's son-in-law, Oscar Malo, where 
he was pictured in 1953 [image right]. 
 
But Mullen's greatest public contributions 
were offered in the name of the philanthropy. Over his lifetime, he gave more than $2 million in 
charity, as The Glory That Was Gold claimed that he "always maintained that the wealth he had 
accumulated had been given to him as a trust." An inveterate supporter of literacy, he was a 
member of the Denver Public Library association, donated a library to the Knights of Columbus 
in Denver, and pledged $750,000 for an enormous library at Catholic University in Washington, 

DC. Both young and old benefited from his largess, as he 
established both the J K Mullen Home for the Aged in 
Denver and the J K Mullen Home for Boys in Fort Logan. 
Serving on commission to design the Civic Center, he also 
provided monies for one of Denver's most recognizable 
statues, the "Broncho Buster" [image left]. 
 
The public only knew of part of this, as many of his gifts 
were offered anonymously. A 1953 article in the Pueblo 
Star Journal indicated that Mullen often chose to provide 
more personal help, going straight to people who needed it 
most: "Mullen liked to take a basket of fruit with him on 
frequent trip trips to the shacks under Denver's viaducts. He 
knocked on the doors of the needy and often discovered 

families who needed assistance." 
 
Yet Mullen's most enduring aid was to the Catholic Church. In addition to building the Catholic 
chapel at the University of Denver, he granted $137,000 for construction of the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, $70,000 for St. Cajetan's Church, and $32,500 for St. Josephs in 
Oriskany, NY. His devotion over the years earned him titles as a Grand Knight of the Knights of 
Columbus, president of St. Joseph's Catholic Temperance Society, and treasurer of the Land 
League. He was even knighted in the Order of St. Gregory and the Order of Malta by Pope Pius 
XI himself. 
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All of this philanthropy derived from Mullen's tremendous business success. By 1910, he 
claimed the state's second largest acreage under cultivation. The Colorado Milling and Elevator 
Company's 91 mills, elevators, and warehouses staffed by 800 men earned $18 million in sales – 
to say nothing of Mullen's contemporaneous holdings in five other land and cattle companies 
throughout Colorado. 
 
And of course, Mullen took care of his children. Living at 896 Pennsylvania, he had homes built 
for each of his newly-married daughters within a block of his home. He started at the north and 
worked his way south, establishing residences for Ella Mullen Weckbaugh at 450 East 9th, for 
May Mullen Tettemer at 875 Pennsylvania, and for Katherine Mullen O'Connor at 860 
Pennsylvania, before aiding Edith Mullen Malo's 1919 purchase of 500 East 8th Avenue. 
 
The Malos needed a home. For four years after their marriage in 1908, Edith and Oscar Malo had 
lived with her parents at 896 Pennsylvania. In 1912, the couple moved into the Mullen home at 
875 Pennsylvania, where Edith and Oscar served as caretakers after May was widowed. But it 
was just a temporary solution: when May met her next beau, John Dower, she reclaimed the 
mansion for herself. Perhaps Edith had become used to hand-me-downs as the youngest sister of 
four daughters, but with a growing family, she and her husband now needed a place of their own. 
 
Thus, the creation of 500 East 8th Avenue – a home inextricably intertwined with the Mullen 
family legacy. 
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Born September 16, 1881, Edith attended St. Mary's Academy at 15th and California, where the 
Hyatt Convention Center Hotel now stands. After attending classes at Loretto Academy (now 
part of Regis University), she matriculated in the Convent of the Sacred Heart in Manhattanville, 
New York. Whether the site was chosen for expedience, for her parents' New York roots, or for 
exposure to eastern elite culture is unknown. 
 
But she didn't marry immediately thereafter. Indeed, Edith remained single until the ripe old age 
of 26, when she finally succumbed to the charms of a new man in town: Oscar Louis Malo. 
 
A committed bachelor, Oscar's story can be traced to May 3, 1877 in Kankakee, Illinois. His 
parents, Napoleon and Delima Malo, moved the family onto a farm in Cloud County, Kansas by 
1880, where Oscar grew up alongside four sisters: Rosa, Mary, Irene, and Jennie. The family's 
Catholic faith led him to St. Viator's Jesuit College in Chicago, where the tall, blue-eyed, blond-
haired boy was trained for the business world. Soon after accepting a position with the brokerage 
firm of Logan and Bryan, Oscar was transferred to San Francisco. In 1904, he relocated to 
Denver, where he took up residence with friends Bayard Sweeney and Raymond Sargeant. But 
when Raymond married Beatrice Ellwood on January 27, 1907 and Bayard tied the knot with 
Florence McConnell on June 4, 1907, it was time for Oscar to become more serious about his 
own marital prospects. 
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On September 29, 1908, Oscar Malo married Edith Mullen in Denver's St. Leo's Catholic 
Church. Newspapers gushed that "[b]oth the bride and bridegroom are extremely popular in 
social circles, and their marriage was witnessed by a brilliant assemblage of relatives and 
friends… The bridal gown was an exquisite robe of cream satin, made in empire effect and 
elaborately trimmed with beautiful point lace. The tulle veil fell in graceful folds and was caught 
with a cluster of orange blossoms. The bride's only ornament was a diamond pendant, the 
wedding gift, and she carried a bridal bouquet of white roses." 
 
Living with Edith's parents on Pennsylvania Street, the Malos soon started a family. In 1912, the 
first boy was named after his father, becoming Oscar Jr. Two years later came J Kenneth Malo, 
replicating the initials of the Mullen clan's patriarch. By 1916, a daughter was given her mother's 
name, and was even listed in the 1930 census as "Edith Jr.". And then there was one more boy, 
named John Francis (a.k.a., "Jack"). 
 
Details of the Malo family's residency, land purchases, and construction at 500 East 8th Avenue 
have already been told. What remains, however, is the interesting and turbulent experience of the 
family's first decade here. 
 
The death of the Malos' eldest child on August 10, 1921 must have been a crushing blow. The 
experience surely hung over the family's first year in the home, as would be memorialized in the 
1927 naming of a "Oscar L Malo Jr. Gymnasium" at Cathedral High School. And August 10th 
would prove ominous for the family over time. 
 
500 East 8th Avenue wasn't the only home draped in black. In December 1922, the family across 
the alley at 777 Pearl suffered the suicide of John Porter. His wife, Louise Coors, was familiar 
with this sorrow, because her first husband, Dr Henry Kugler, had also killed himself eight years 
earlier. And in 1927, the block's tragic character re-emerged with a self-inflicted shooting by the 
owner of 770 Pennsylvania. Despite Albert Humphreys' implication in the Teapot Dome scandal 
and a written note pleading "please, doctor, let me cash in," the coroner charitably ruled his death 
as accidental. 
 
Then on August 9, 1929 – one day shy of 8 years after the death of Oscar Malo Jr. – patriarch J 
K Mullen passed away. It would be one of the most momentous events in the history of this 
home, ripping asunder the cherished Malo-Mullen ties. 
 
Mullen's estate was valued at $5 million at the time of his death – but settling the estate wouldn't 
be a problem. Indeed, Mullen had already disbursed most of his wealth several years earlier, 
including $20 million divided among his daughters. More important was the daughters' decision 
not to sell the Colorado Milling and Elevator Company. Potential buyers had offered as much as 
$20 million, but the four sisters vowed to maintain it as a monument to him. "That is a matter of 
sentiment," one was quoted as saying. "The company was built up by our father. It was his pride. 
And it would seem ungracious to his memory to permit what he cherished to be bartered away." 
 
Ironically, this decision would lead to the family's disintegration. Though Mullen had placed 
Oscar Malo in the role as president of the Colorado Milling & Elevator Company, Edith's three 
sisters replaced him on September 11, 1929, installing May's second husband, John Dower, in 
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his stead. Attempting to present it in positive light, the three controlling owners offered Malo a 
position as chairman of the board of directors. Yet the decision was clearly a momentous insult. 
 

Denver Post September 12, 1929 

 
 
From her mansion at 500 East 8th Avenue, Edith rebuked her sisters for their personal and 
professional transgressions. It was, after all, less than a month after the death of the patriarch, 
and as such came as a considerable surprise: "It seems to me that they might have waited until 
our grief had somewhat abated before taking any such discourteous and insulting action." Edith 
also highlighted her business stake in the matter, the notable lack of consultation, and the state of 
her father's wishes: 
 

The four of us, Mrs. Weckbaugh, Mrs. Dower, Mrs. O'Connor and myself, hold 
equal shares in the company and I think if they contemplated such a change as 
has been made I, at least, should have been given the consideration usually shown 
to a stockholder, of being consulted. They did not do this. Neither did they extend 
the courtesy, common to most families, of a private consultation over such 
personal matters. I was not called on the phone by any of them; neither did they 
visit me. When the word was brought to me that a new president was to be elected 
at the regular meeting Wednesday I was thunderstruck, to express my feelings 
mildly… 
 
If my father wanted Mr. Dower to be president of the company, he could have 
chosen him at that time. He didn't, but instead made him vice president. What 
brought about this desire for a change on the part of my sisters is unknown to me. 
However, there can be no question of Mr. Malo's ability, integrity or honesty. For 
twenty years he worked side by side with my father. He knows the grain business 
as well as any man in the company and devoted his entire time to the work. In the 
last two years, owing to my father's age and frequent illnesses, he spent a great 
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deal of time out of Denver. During that time Mr. Malo ran the business and I can 
say that dividends increased and were promptly paid. 

 
Edith was even more inconsolable the next day. "I doubt very much that a reconciliation is 
possible. I have not conferred with my relatives concerning the situation, and I do not intend 
doing so. They have had their chance to make amends and they have failed to do so." 
 
To escape the furor, the Malos left 500 East 8th Avenue for "an extended visit in New York." 
Yet the situation was not improved by their absence. The newspapers reported the Mullen heirs 
as "still at adds" on December 1st, when Oscar and Edith slipped quietly back into town. It was a 
rift that would was only resolved in April 1934, when the Malos share of the Mullen estate was 
sold to the controlling sisters for $2 million in cash. The family members simply parted ways. 
 
Oscar soon formed the Intermountain Elevator Company, directly competing with the in-laws. 
He also developed business interests in other areas, including Shorego oil and the Sargeant-Malo 
realty brokerage. Meanwhile, the Malo children grew up and were sent off to schools in 
Connecticut: J Kenneth Malo attending Choate School in Wallingford and Edith Malo 
(nicknamed "Cee Cee") graduating from Miss Porter's School in Farmington. 
 
Oscar also traveled eastward for education, as he was attending a seven-week course in business 
finance at Harvard University during the summer of 1930 when misfortune struck the Mullen 
family once again. As the Rocky Mountain News reported, "Mrs. Malo had just returned to home, 
500 E. Eighth ave., after spending several hours with her sister, when she was informed that Mrs. 
O'Connor had developed a sudden sinking state. Mrs. O'Connor died shortly before 7 pm, a few 
minutes after Mrs. Malo had returned to her home." In yet another eerie coincidence, the fourth 
sister, Katherine, had died on August 10, 1930 – exactly 9 years after Oscar Malo Jr. and a year 
and a day after her father's passing. 
 
Two years later, 500 East 8th Avenue again made the papers for a rather unfortunate reason. In 
the aftermath of the Lindbergh baby kidnapping, Malo and his best friend, Raymond Sargeant, 
were part of a "sensational extortion plot." Headlines detailed the circumstances which arose 
when Sargeant-Malo Realty received a note which was rather detailed in its demands: 
 

Your firm has been assessed the sum of $2,500 for its protection for this year. 
You are hereby directed to go to the bank and secure $2,500 in $5, $10, and $20 
bills. You will place this money in a strong, white canvas bag. You will take this 
money and leave your home and go to the Union Station in Denver where you 
will purchase a ticket to Colorado Springs on the Denver & Rio Grande 
Western Railroad – on train No. 15, which leaves at 7:30 pm, Saturday, Sept. 
24. You will go to the rear car of this train and sit on the rear platform. 
Somewhere between Denver and Colorado Springs you will see a flashlight go 
on and off four times. When you see this signal you will drop the bag containing 
the money off the train. If you fail to heed these instructions, our pineapples will 
work. 

 
The note was signed "43." 
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Thus thrust into the limelight, Oscar and Edith were described in the local press as both 
extremely wealthy and well connected. 
 

Rocky Mountain News, September 25, 1932 

 
 
To handle the crisis, Denver police sprung into action. While Edith and the kids sat under heavy 
guard at 500 East 8th Avenue, Oscar boarded the train ready to heed the demands of his 
extortionists, accompanied by a hundred undercover detectives. Yet the flashlight signal was 
never given, and no follow-up note was ever reported. The threat passed without harm. 
 
One wonders whether this experience may have led – indirectly or otherwise – to a project a 
month later when Oscar L Malo sought "alterations to residence and two story addition to 
garage." They hired the firm of Dunn & Gibson to do the work, perhaps because Dunn had been 
the home's general contractor when it was first built. In any event, the work began slowly but 
soon picked up the pace: the percent completed leapt from 20% on November 2nd to 60% by the 
22nd. Progress again slowed until January 18th, when 70% of the project done, delaying final 
completion until March 24, 1933. 
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By that time, the Malos were ready to do still more work on the home. On April 13, 1933, Edith 
Mullen Malo requested permission to drill an irrigation well. The well was "to be lined with 
steel, concrete or brick casing, and properly covered with reinforced cover." The permission was 
tenuous, however, "granted subject to revocation upon 24 hour notice." 
 

 
 
The home was now ready for a party. Saturday, June 22, 1935 was set aside for the formal debut 
of daughter Edith Malo into Denver society. But the news hit Denver newspapers for an 
altogether different reason. Mystery and misfortune once again came to 500 East 8th Avenue. 
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Early in the evening, 23-year-old Arthur Ware had visited the home to pick up patrolman E L 
Scott. Their plan was to "go slumming" in the lower section of the city, but the plan was derailed 
by events initiated by drunken patrolman Ernest Ayers. Oscar Malo told Chief Marland, "Ayers 
was not invited to the bar to drink. He asked me if he could have a drink and I told him yes. A 
short while later I noticed that he was intoxicated and I ordered servants not to give him any 
more to drink." To rid the party of this unwanted guest, friends urged the recently-arrived Ware 
to drive the drunken man home. 
 
But the pair never arrived. When Ayers awoke from his stupor at 4 a.m., he was in an unfamiliar 
car on the side of East Iliff Avenue between Ogden and Emerson streets. The driver next to him 
was dead, shot by Ayers' own gun. Though the patrolman could remember nothing about the 
evening, it appeared that Ware may have had some forewarning: clenching the ignition key in his 
hand even after death, he seemed to have been trying to exit the car – perhaps in fear for his life. 
The 23-year-old had been apparently murdered by a police officer who, after imbibing at the 
Malo mansion, had grown too drunk to know any better. 
 
On a more mundane note, the following year on September 14, the United Fuel & Equipment 
Company received a building permit to install a new stoker in the house. 
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And in 1940, Engineering Products Company insulated the home in preparation for winter: 
 

 
 
Dunn & Gibson offered a minor repair during the latter days of World War II. For $150, they 
were to "move a non-bearing plastered partition on 1st floor." Still, it took a while to complete: 
even with 20% done by November 16th, final signoff wasn't achieved until January 16, 1945. 
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In the meantime, the Malo children were growing up. J Kenneth Malo had graduated from the 
University of Virginia, joined the Navy, and married a fashion model named Sheilagh Eyre 
Robson. Similarly, Edith overcame the trauma of her coming out party to marry Melvin Roberts, 
the longtime president and chairman of Colorado National Bank. And young Jack took a job with 
his father in the grain elevator business. 
 
Oscar and Edith continued the Mullen legacy in both social and philanthropic causes. While 
Edith supported a nursery for underprivileged children, Oscar participated in the Denver Country 
Club, Harvard Business Club, and Chicago Board of Trade. Committed members of the 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, the couple also donated a Catholic lodge and chapel near 
Estes Park for "Camp St. Malo." The camp would gain world renown in 1993 when Pope John 
Paul II visited the site. Like his father-in-law, Oscar Malo lived to see himself dubbed a Knight 
of Malta, the highest lay honor bestowed by the Catholic church. 
 
On March 28, 1964, Oscar Malo died at 4:30 pm of double pneumonia. He had been hospitalized 
since January, after having a relapse from the previous 
summer. The Rocky Mountain News called him "one 
of Denver's civic leaders and one of the top 
corporation executives in the region." Indeed, there is 
a file on Oscar Malo in Dwight Eisenhower's 
presidential library (box 963 in central files PPF938), 
which might provide further details of his prominence 
and social influence. 
 
Regardless, Malo's list of pallbearers read like a who's 
who of Denver society, including both family 
members and friends: Dr. Karl Arnt, Edwin H Grant, 
Charles R Kendrick, Dr Robert L McKenna, John 
Mullen O'Connor, Raymond E Sargeant Jr, B K 
Sweeney Jr and J Kernan Weckbaugh, plus honorary 
pallbearers Chester M Alter, Merriam B Berger, David 
Brofman, Thomas P Campbell, Lloyd Christsen, Harry 
Combs, J Lawson Cook, Edward C Day, Henri de 
Campione, George Cranmer, Delbert Ellis, William H 
Ferguson, Jack Foster, L C Fulenwider Jr, C Paul 
Harrington, William V Hodges, 1 B Humphreys, Clio 
L Kern, Harold Kountze, T B Knowles, John G 
McMurtry, I John Meade, Fay Trotsman,l Henry 
Roberts, John Sullivan, R L Stearns; Henry I Swan, B 
K Sweeney, John Sweeney, Don Taylor, T; Raber 
Taylor, Sewall Thomas and H C Van Schaack Jr. 
 
Three years later, Edith followed him to the grave. 
Described as a "socialite, philanthropist, and 
prominent Catholic laywoman," she was praised for 
her charitable work. In lieu of flowers, friends were 
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asked to send contributions to St. Joseph's Hospital. 
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The family rivalry that erupted in the wake of John K Mullen's death may well have carried over 
into their personal affairs. Three years after the initial rift, John Dower bought the Porter-Coors 
mansion which stood next door to the Malos at 777 Pearl Street. Yet rather than keeping the 
home for themselves, the new president of Colorado Milling and Elevator Company and his wife 
donated it to the Catholic Church for the use of Urban Vehr, Denver's archbishop. 
 
The Malos followed suit with their own home in 1957. Choosing not to maintain the large home 
in their declining years, Oscar and Edith transferred the deed to the church to which they were so 
committed. The new owner was Urban J Vehr. 
 
Though the home was expected to be used as the residence of Denver's auxiliary bishop, it was 
little used and poorly maintained. On December 28, 1962, James Cross from Denver's assessor's 
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office visited the home, and found its 30 rooms and heated garage being used as a family 
residence. Yet the quality of the construction and décor was belied by the general condition of 
the home's interior, which was "in run down condition." 
 

 
 

Edith Malo Roberts echoed this assessment in a 1969 interview. Although she though the home 
looked good from the outside, she found the garden to be "no longer outstanding." More 
tellingly, she lamented that "it is thought that the interior is in poor condition (this cannot be 
determined, since the Archbishop will not permit admission to the building.)" 
 
Given the building's marginal utility and growing state of disrepair, the Archdiocese of Denver 
decided to sell the property. 
 
Historic preservationists sprang to the defense of the Malo mansion. Concerned that the building 
might be razed, they nominated it as a potential historic landmark. Since preservation statutes 
had only recently been instituted, this was a relatively new tool to help ensure the community's 
interest in maintaining important structures. 
 
Archbishop James Casey was alarmed by the prospect of historic designation. Fearing that 
prospective buyers would be turned away by limitations for reuse or redesign, he sent a polite 
missive to Edward White, chairman of the Landmark Preservation Commission. In this January 
29, 1974 letter, the archbishop suggested that the home and its owners would be better served if 
the home were not designated a structure for preservation. 
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Six months later, the home was continuing its downhill slide. Perhaps with the prodding of 
historic preservationists, on June 7, 1974 the Denver Building Department labeled the Malo 
mansion "a hazard to life, health and property." 
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Two months later, compliance was achieved. But the battle for the home's preservation only 
became assured at the end of the year, when the Catholic Church finally relented.  
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Historic designation was key to new ownership. Indeed, the company which purchased the Malo 
mansion was planning to exploit its historic designation. Every one of Mansion Properties' 
homes was a designated Denver city landmark. 
 
The purchase and historic designation thus proceeded hand in hand. On the same day that 
Archbishop Casey approved historic designation, a Mansion Properties subsidiary known as 
Malo Mansion Ltd purchased 500 East 8th Avenue for the bargain price of $140,000 (roughly 
equivalent to $550,000 in 2005 dollars). 
 
A week later on December 30, 1974, Malo Mansion Ltd granted a facade easement to a new 
preservation-oriented nonprofit. That organization, Historic Denver Inc,. was then just four years 
old, and focused on protecting the city's endangered buildings. Their standard, 8-page 
preservation easement protected buildings' historic integrity, prohibiting new structures on the 
site, excepting only incidental construction "consistent with the historical, cultural, and 
architectural qualities of the building." Any alteration would require prior written consent, 
including such niggling details as the quality and color of paint to be used. The easement also 
required that the mansion be kept in "a good and sound state of repair," and that the owner 
forswear subdivision, mining, or billboards on the site. And if Historic Denver had any concerns 
over the maintenance of the covenants, they had the right to inspect the site any time with just 
ten days notice. 
 
Historic Denver's careful oversight would soon be strengthened by the city's landmark 
designation. On December 30th, the Landmark Preservation Commission scheduled a January 13 
public hearing for four properties, including two owned by Mansion Properties Inc plus the 
Adams-Fitzell House at 1359 Race and the Corona-Dora Moore School at 846 Corona. The 
memo described the Malo and Porter homes as below: 
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Not everyone was supportive of the designation, though. In fact, an assistant to Mayor William 
McNichols wrote to Councilman Bill Roberts on January 27, 1975 concerned over an expansion 
in the historical designation process. "As you may not know, this program started five years ago, 
and was originally to be limited to from 65 to 100 structures. Since that time, I'm sure we have 
exceeded that number at least twice," he wrote. 
 
The mayor's agent was bothered that property owners were using designation to circumvent city 
regulations, converting residential structures to business use without regard for zoning. He was 
especially bothered by the fact that "two of the residences in C[ouncil] B[ill] 41 already have big 
signs on them – office space for rent – which I feel is very presumptuous since they are sitting in 
the middle of an R-2 district and not even designated by Council Committee yet." 
 
The properties in question were the Malo and Porter mansions. Both were owned by Mansion 
Properties Ltd, whose president Trenton Parker recognized a legal loophole by which history 
could be turned into profit. Official designation would open the residential homes to commercial 
exploitation without regard to zoning restrictions or building codes. It was a slippery move but 
not illegal, as would characterize much of Parker's business dealings. 
 
Despite the mayor's opposition, historic designation proceeded apace. On March 14, 1975, 
Ordinance No. 72 Series of 1975 was introduced by Councilmen Roberts, Blue, Burke, Dimanna, 
and Perry. The Malo mansion was officially decreed by the city to be a "structure for 
preservation." That decision was momentous for 500 East 8th Avenue, as a different direction 
may well have doomed its restoration potential, blocked its commercial reuse, or sent it toward 
ultimate demolition. 
 
Updates to the property began in January. Signaling its plans to turn the former residence into an 
office complex, Mansion Properties received a building permit on January 8 to install $1900 
worth of partitions. Three weeks later, they hired Adams County Roofing for $1399 to keep the 
home roofed. And on February 26, even before historic designation was complete, the owners 
were busy applying for a plethora of building code waivers. 
 
Mansion Properties did not expect to get everything up to code. Their list of requested waivers 
was extensive, including limitations on drinking fountains, lighted exitways, service sinks, 
sprinklers, headroom standards, and gender-specific bathrooms. They reasoned that the Malo 
mansion should be exempt from such requirements because: 
 

This building is being converted from a single family residence to an office building. 
Although the building will be used as offices, it has unique aspects which make this an 
atypical case and merits special consideration. These factors are as follows:  
 
1) The Landmark Commission has passed and recommended this building as a 'structure 
for preservation.' This building will be considered for final designation by the city 
council on 3 March, 1975 and in all probability will be 'designated.' 
 
2) This building will be used as 'executive' offices, for example, attorneys and corporate 
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accountants. This low density use excludes computer and other types of heavy office 
equipment, therefore receiving less structural loading than a typical office bldg. 
 
3) This executive use dictates that the users of the building will be familiar with its 
exitways, etc., and that visitors will always be accompanied by a person familiar with the 
building. 
 
4) The nature of the users is such that the building will have a relatively low occupancy 
population compared to typical office buildings. 

SCHEDULE: Estimated Permanent Office Residents. 
1. Basement floor  - 2 
2. First floor  - 7 
3. Second floor - 12 
4. Third floor  - 0 

 
5) The existing state of the mansion is excellent and requires no major renovation work. 
Because of the excellent quality of existing floors, walls, and ceilings, it would be 
economically unrealistic to perform substantial alterations. 

 
Over the next twelve months, Mansion Properties pulled 16 pages worth of building permits. 
Their work plus historic designation and the new business use of the property enhanced the value 
considerably. The property which appraised for $118,590 in 1965 and sold for $140,000 in 
December 1974 jumped to $219,100 by 1975, including $60,700 for the land and $158,400 for 
the improvements thereupon. 
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The man behind the rescue and transformation of the Malo mansion was an enigmatic character, 
to say the least. Though listed in only a few property-related documents, the name Trenton H. 
Parker is certainly to be remembered with this home. 
 
In 1974, Trenton Parker was a young investment broker looking for a job. The 28-year-old 
businessman had been an account executive for DuPont Walston, the nation's third largest 
brokerage house, but a shaky stock market forced the office to close. Parker reportedly tried to 
abscond with his clients' account statements, but was stopped by a company manager. In 
response, Parker filed a $7,000,000 lawsuit against the manager, claiming false accusation. He 
didn't take his lawsuit very seriously, however, as he repeatedly failed to appear in court. On 
December 11, the suit was dismissed. 
 
Parker's Mansion Properties emerged as only one of many entrepreneurial activities. He also 
recommended investors to a Colorado corporation called Interlink, which he and Andrew Doyle 
had formed to broker sales of U.S. products overseas. Within a year, the company's $50,000 
capitalization had disappeared, with investors receiving nothing in return. A lawsuit later 
revealed that the company never had a dime of income, and that much of the capital had been 
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spent by Parker and Doyle themselves. Similar questions were raised about business practices at 
Mansion Properties as well. 
 
One of Parker's clients at the time was an orthopedics office in San Jose, California. Rather than 
investing their pension and profit-sharing funds into established securities, Parker decided to put 
the money closer to home, transferring $90,000 into Mansion Properties' holdings in the Porter-
Coors and Croke-Patterson mansions. Because these were "organizations in which (Parker) held 
a financial interest" and "without adequate security," the medical office sued Parker for fraud. 
 
Amidst all this, Parker had legal trouble of a more personal nature. In December 1976, landlord 
Gregory Olinyk accused him of failing to pay his rent. After the locks were changed, Parker 

broke in, reportedly destroying twenty pairs of trousers 
and a marijuana-like plant while helping himself to beer, 
bourbon, whisky, and tequila on the premises. In February 
1977, Parker accepted a deferred sentence for destruction 
of private property. 
 
None of this was well known in March 5, 1977, when 
Trenton Parker was featured in the Rocky Mountain News 
for his investments in Capitol Hill. As the owner of Croke-
Patterson mansion at 428 East 11th Street, Tears-
MacFarlane at 1200 Williams, and the Oscar Malo and 
Henry Porter homes, Parker called himself "the largest 
investor in historic preservation in the state." He claimed 
that his work had set a standard: "We showed financial 
institutions that it was economically feasible to restore old 
homes." 
 

Yet circumstances seemed to belie his claims. Parker claimed that Mansion Properties would 
make a profit from the projects, but admitted that "I have the properties for sale for about 15 per 
cent under the market." (He claimed it was because "I want to sell fast.")  And although he was 
glad to have restored the four mansions, he was adamant about leaving the business, noting "I 
wouldn't do it again." 
 
Parker estimated that $2 million had been invested in Mansion Properties. At that rate, one might 
have expected his properties' average selling price to have been close to $500,000, yet Tears-
MacFarlane sold to the City of Denver for just $294,000."We reduced it $30,000-$40,000 to let 
the City have it," Parker argued unconvincingly. The original asking price was $350,000. 
 
Why was Parker in such a hurry to sell? He claimed that he was eager to launch his newest plan. 
The Financial Broadcasting Company of America would supply day-long financial news to 
investors and businessmen. The idea was prescient, but unfortunately not in the cards for Parker. 
Instead, he faced a number of court battles. He forestalled foreclosure on the Tears-MacFarlane 
mansion, was slapped with mechanics liens for unpaid bills, and fought with his investors over 
the fraudulent Interlink. 
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And then he went into politics 
 
On March 22, 1977, Trenton H Parker, owner of the Malo mansion at 500 East 8th Avenue, 
became the first announced Republican candidate for Floyd Haskell's US Senate seat. It was a 
new departure for Parker. He hadn't even voted in the general elections of 1974 and 1976. Yet 
Parker told reporters that he had "always wanted to run for the US Senate ever since I was a little 
boy." He was confident he could win. U.S. Representative William Armstrong was considered 
the most likely GOP candidate, yet Parker boasted "I don't think I'll have a bit of trouble with 
Armstrong." He claimed that he could run the race for $50,000 – about one-tenth the amount 
other candidates would spend. 
 
After a few months, news trickled out about Parker's "unusual history of legal squabbles." On 
September 18, 1977, Fred Brown submitted a 1200-word expose to the Sunday Denver Post. 
Parker disputed few facts in the case, yet formally challenged Brown to substantiate his charges. 
If Brown could do so forthwith, 
"I, Trenton H Parker, do hereby 
agree to treat Mr. Fred Brown and 
all parties present to dinner and 
beverages at the Denver Press 
Club on Oct. 5, 1977 – with no 
dollar limitation. However, should 
Mr. Brown be unable to 
substantiate his charge, I 
challenge him to reciprocate in 
like manner." Brown refused 
involvement. 
 
Despite his bravado, on 
September 26, Denver 
businessman Trenton Parker 
withdrew from the race. He 
claimed that the political waters 
were "absolutely hot," but that 
"business and personal reasons" 
forced his decision. Campaign 
manager Desmond Birch gave a 
rather different account, 
indicating that Parker was upset about recent unfavorable publicity. Parker was thus painted as a 
martyr – an unfortunate victim of a "post-Watergate state of mind." It seems more reasonable to 
suspect that Parker's vain political aspirations were damaging his prospects for swindle. 
 
An entire book could be written on Trenton Parker's life after the sale of the Malo mansion. It 
would include… 
 

·  an attempt to avoid a lawsuit by eluding process servers, running into an 
underground parking garage while screaming, "if you want to serve me, you'll 
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have to catch me!"  
 

·  his 1979 Gold Tax Shelter Investment Program, which fraudulently promised up 
to 500% tax deductions for a gold mine in French Guiana. 

 
·  his insouciant phone call to a district court judge, two attorneys, and a newspaper 

reporter, explaining that he would flee from the law that afternoon in order to 
prepare his defense.  
 

·  a legendary stunt in which Parker stuffed his 6' 4" frame into a wooden filing 
cabinet, had friends wheel him into a Denver courtroom, where he then popped 
out to the surprise of all. 
 

·  his guilty plea in an $8.1 million fraud case, which incurred an 8-year sentence 
and a $6 million fine, one of the largest up to that point. The prosecuting attorney 
explicitly requested jail time, indicating that "Mr. Parker is an imaginative 
businessman in some ways, but in other ways, he is an incorrigible rogue." 
 

·  his four-page plea for reconsideration, written in poetic form: "Comes now the 
defendant pro se, // For he has no booty to pay // He doth ask noble court // For 
the right to retort, // Ergo, he doth humbly pray." 
 

·  a 1986 lawsuit against famed Denver attorney Walter Gerash – who responded 
simply "I've never met the man. He's out of his mind." 
 

·  the hung jury in a 1990 criminal charge in Aurora for beating his former girlfriend 
and stealing her car, followed in a 1993 conviction for money laundering. 
 

·  his 1994 claim that he was a CIA operative. Rodney Stich's Defrauding America 
indicated that Parker "played key roles in numerous covert CIA operations from 
1964 until he fell from grace in the late 1980s." The work gave Parker personal 
insights into the assassination of JFK, U.S. sponsorship of the drug trade, the 
downing of KAL Flight 007, and other world events. Parker exposed the 
malfeasance of hundreds of international officials, including George Herbert 
Walker Bush, Manuel Noriaga, and Fidel Castro (to whom he personally 
delivered two million dollars). His revelations led to talk show appearances and 
an article in Penthouse magazine. 

 
Early newspaper articles referred to this former owner of the Malo mansion as a respectable 
"Denver businessman Trenton Parker." He later became "U.S. Senate candidate Trenton Parker," 
and was termed a "former U.S. Senate hopeful" after withdrawing from the race. His most 
accurate references now call him "convicted Denver swindler Trenton Parker." 

But perhaps there is hope for him yet. In 2004, the Fort Collins Coloradoan reported that 
Trenton Parker of Loveland participated in the Larimer County Fair. Instead of negative 
publicity, Parker was honored for his work, as he won third place in the Junior Doe category as a 
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rabbit breeder. Assuming this was the same Trenton Parker, this would be a vast improvement 
over other caretaking duties in his altogether checkered past. 

 
Ellsworth & Company 
 
Very little could be discovered regarding the next owner of 500 East 8th Avenue. Although we 
have every reason to believe that Frederick C Ellsworth purchased the property in 1977 amidst 
Trenton Parker's wholesale unloading of Mansion Properties holdings, the first documentary 
evidence of the same is a building permit from January 25, 1978, when Ellsworth spent $550 to 
wire a third-floor kitchen. 
 
Other 1978 building permits exclude his name, as does a General Violations Summons and 
Complaint against the building's owners from February 16, 1979 which indicated a "failure to 
pay inspection fees on boiler." Instead of being sent to Ellsworth, the summons was sent to the 
immediate former owner ("Malo Mansion Ltd") at the address of the owners who preceded them 
(the Catholic archdiocese). This inscrutable misdirection along with the lack of documentary 
evidence suggests there may be even more Parker's financial shenanigans to be uncovered. 
 
Whatever the case, an August 7, 1978 deed confirms the Mr. Ellsworth's ownership of this 
property. On that date, the First National Bank recorded a deed of trust to mortgage the property, 
which was followed by "a certain Proceeds Agreement dated May 7, 1979, [in which] Sharon A 
Ellsworth assigned an interest in the proceeds from the sale of property located at 500 East 8th 
Avenue." All such records confirming Ellsworth's ownership, which appeared to be highly 
leveraged. 
 
Financial distress was confirmed in a March 4, 1979 court case. The American Credit Company 
won a civil suit against Frederick Ellsworth, who was doing business as "Ellsworth & 
Company," for the sum of $1527.98, including a judgment of $1224.58 plus $191.41 in attorney 
fees, $53 in court costs, $7.50 in court fees, and $51.49 in interest. 
 
 
Interim Owners 
 
The monies were harvested after June 4, 1980 – when Ellsworth were forced to sell the Malo 
mansion in an IRS tax sale. 
 
Thomas V Geimer Enterprises and Alexander Lincoln & Company were the immediate 
beneficiaries of this unfortunate turn of events, but they didn't hold the property for long. On 
June 26, 1980, they sold the property to Olam Associates, as indicated in the below Certificate of 
Redemption: 

 
Thomas V Geimer Enterprises Ltd, a Colorado corporation, and Alexander Lincoln & 
Co, a Colorado coporation, do hereby certify that Olam Associates Ltd, a Colorado 
limited partnership, has this day paid to us Twenty-Four Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-
Nine and 30/100 ($24,289.30) Dollars, and has this day redeemed from the Internal 
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Revenue Service Tax Sale which was held on June 4, 1980, at the Office of Internal 
Revenue Service, 1050 Seventeenth Street, Denver, Colorado 80265, the real estate 
hereinafter described and which was sold by virtue of the power vested in the Internal 
Revenue Service. Such sale was pursuant to the following: 
 
1. Federal Tax Lien by United States Internal Revenue Service against Frederick and 
Sharon Ellsworth, in the amount of $13,643.07, dated April 20, 1979, recorded April 24, 
1979, in Book 30 at Page 481, Identifying No. 307-30-0171. 
 
2. Federal Tax Lien by United States Internal Revenue Service against Frederick 
Ellsworth, Frederick Ellsworth and Company, in the amount of $3054.29, dated April 20, 
1979, recorded April 24, 1979, in book 30 at Page 483, Identifying No. 84-0713987. 

 
Adding to the confusion was the actual deed from June 26, 1980, which indicated that the actual 
ownership had transferred not from Geimer and Lincoln but from the old Mansion Properties 
Ltd. The document was signed not by Trenton Parker, but by Dr. Irwin Hoffman. [see below]: 
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In any event, Olam Associates did not retain the property for more than a day. Instead, they sold 
the parcel to the Colorado Housing & Finance Authority, initiating a much more positive era in 
the home's history. 
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The Malo Mansion became a new project for a public agency seeking to do some good. Given 
the mission of the Colorado Housing & Finance Authority to create financial stability in 
communities by supporting both homeownership and businesses, their caretaking for 500 East 
8th Avenue seems natural. 
 
When CHFA purchased the home for $650,000, it housed just a few businesses in the basement. 
An oral interview with CHFA officer Mark Gallegos indicated the agency's desire to make the 
home ready for modern offices. It would be both a model for historic preservation and a gift to 
the city and state. 
 
Seeking to provide a sensitive renovation project, CHFA invited several architects to draw up 
plans. Among the architectural firms responding was a company named Barker Reinker Seacap, 
whose principal made quite an impression. When Russ Seacat arrived for his presentation with 
an admirals' cap and a large feather plume, CHFA officials didn't know what to make of him. 
Nonetheless, his plans were remarkable and won him the contract. 
 
The restoration was painstaking. They repainted the soffets, replaced the beveled glass 
throughout the home, fixed the courtyard, and renovated the fountain. Jennifer Moulton, who 
would later become the first female director for the city's Community Planning and 
Development, served as project manager for most of the work, working hard to revivify the 
Spanish/Italian architecture which both bedeviled and delighted her. 
 
The home's existing layout was revealed in a diagram created for the city's 1980 appraisal: 
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The CHFA planned major modifications. The front of the home was proposed to go from this… 
 

 
 
to this… 
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Meanwhile the rear exterior was to go from this… 
 

 
 
to this… 
 

 
 
CHFA remained in their old offices at 1115 Grant Street while the work was completed. Costs 
for the renovation escalated through the months, including $12,000 in plumbing in March, 
$28,000 for a boiler in April, $39,000 for ductwork and air conditioning in May, and $50,000 in 
electrical work in June. 
 
But money wasn't the only need; CHFA also required building code waivers. The agency's 
January 5, 1981 rehabilitation application restated Mansion Properties' 1975 requests as well as 
some new ones. In most cases, the building department acceded to the owners' wishes. In some, 
however, the owners had to acquiesce, as in a July 10, 1981 letter in which they submitted "a 
drawing showing our proposal for altering the front door to comply with the Chapter 31 Review 
Committee's request that it swing out" [see below]. 
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CHFA's work had quick financial results. Whereas the property appraised at just $257,900 in 
1980, the 1982 appraisal came in at $557,400. Indeed, the quality of the work was deemed so 
impressive that the appraisers added 20% to the overall value of the home for its exemplary 
condition. 
 
Despite the addition of a third floor, CHFA outgrew their new space relatively quickly and 
decided expand eastward. To make use of the carriage house at the Porter-Coors mansion, they 
needed to construct a door between the two buildings [see image below]. CHFA paid all of the 
associated costs, and promised that the construction would both begin and end in September 
1984. Their contract further stipulated that "[i]f and when CHFA decides to discontinue leasing 
the carriage house, it is agreed that CHFA will restore the wall… to its original consideration or 
to construct a double 
door." The Board of 
Appeals approved the 
variance on 
November 29, 1984, 
with the added 
provisos that "if and 
when the occupancy 
changes, variance is 
voided. Also that 
single door be used in 
lieu of double door 
and that this be 
recorded with Clerk 
& Recorders Office." 
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Finally outgrowing the space on August 3, 1989, CHFA sold the property for $860,000. The 
deed noted that the home, now contained within a larger historic area known as "Clements 
District," and that as such: 
 

any proposed application for a building permit to alter, construct, erect, add to or 
demolish any improvement situated in or located upon any real property in the 
District, shall be subject to architectural review by the Preservation Commission, 
as provided in Section 331.12 of the Revised Municipal Code. 

 
The new caretaker of the mansion would be Hafermehl Properties Inc. Though the origin of the 
company's name is somewhat inscrutable (a German word meaning "oatmeal"), the person 
behind the corporation was hinted at through the company's legal address at 1215 Detroit, a 
modest Congress Park residence of a man named Ansbacher and a woman named Hunt. 
 
In any event, Hafermehl didn't hold the property for long. On December 14, 1989, the business 
entity became formally known as Copland Properties Corporation. Two years later, its name 
would change slightly to Copland Corporation (with headquarters at 500 East 8th), and within a 
decade would be known simply as Copland Properties LLC. 
 
It was this oft-changing corporation which in January 1989 received a bid for a tenant refinish of 
the carriage house to the east. In May 1991, it allowed the Denver Employees Retirement Plan in 
the Porter-Coors mansion to "maintain existing window openings in exterior wall along the 
property line between the two properties, specifically the west wall of the carriage house at 777 
Pearl Street," despite its nonconformity with Denver Building Code 405(b) and Table 5A and 
Section 2203. The director of the Building Inspection Division (BID) agreed to grant this 
variance until or unless the property experienced a change in use. On July 7, 1993, the property 
was cited for two violations relating to the hot water boiler, including a defective safety relief 
valve and storage items in the boiler room. 
 
In all of these cases, the woman behind the corporate identity was Swanee Grace Hunt. Despite 
her cloaked corporate ownership, her personal legacy and spirit would be vitally important to the 
continuing legacy of the home. 
 
 
Swanee Grace Hunt was the daughter of Haroldson Lafayette Hunt, a legendary Texas oil man 
who was once tabbed the richest man in the United States. His family fortune amounted to $1-2 
billion dollars. 
 
H. L. Hunt was famous not only for his money, but also for his personal story. A true Horatio 
Alger, the Illinois farm boy had borrowed $50 in 1921 and soon built an empire of oil and gas. 
His son Nelson would eventually gain fame for his attempt to corner the silver market, while son 
Lamar changed history by giving birth to the American Football League, Major League Soccer, 
and the championship game he called "the Super Bowl." 
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There were many other children as well, by marriages that were neither legitimate nor well 
known. In 1925, H L Hunt married Frania Tye, a real estate agent in Florida who never suspected 
her husband was a millionaire bigamist. Seventeen years later, Hunt compounded his error by 
marrying an Oklahoma secretary named Ruth Ray, who knew the situation far better. From this 
last marriage would come a daughter named Swanee Grace Hunt, named after her aunt (who 
married a man named Lake) to become one of 70 direct descendents of the prolific H L Hunt. 
 
Swanee's formative years were informed by charity. Not only did her mother help care for a 
psychotic son from H L's first marriage, Hassie, but she also directed visits to a half-sister named 
Haroldina who was also mentally ill. These experiences imbued Swanee with an appreciation for 
both obstacles and heartache. 
 
Even as Swanee grew up in a fundamentalist church in Dallas, the dimpled blonde girl attended a 
traditional Dallas private girls school known as Hockaday. She remembers that "out of 72 girls, I 
was the only Baptist." But even as she expressed her wishes to attend Radcliffe (the sister school 
to Harvard), Swanee's father insisted that she attend Southern Methodist University. Dutifully, 
she did so, already in love with a theology student there named Mark Meeks. At the age of 20, 
Swanee and Mark were married, after which they moved to a seminary in Kentucky. When the 
couple relocated to Germany, Swanee began working for the congregation and eventually 
obtained a degree in counseling. 
 
In 1977, the couple slipped into Denver, where they established a residential program for the 
mentally ill while restoring an old home in Congress Park. Over time, however, the couple grew 
apart, and ended up divorcing in the mid-1980s. As a doctoral student at the Iliff School of 
Theology, Swanee's life stalled. Depressed and "two-thirds of the way through a dissertation that 
I had been two-thirds of the way through for over a year," she was approached by some friends 
about starting a Women's Foundation of Colorado. Their request for a donation of $250,000 
startled Hunt and changed her life. 
 
Prior to that time, Swanee had been subject to the will of her siblings. Asked each year how 
much money she needed to live, Swanee would always offer a relatively frugal number. But she 
now initiated a series of painful discussions seeking a more equitable distribution of family 
funds, based not on annual requests but expected annuities. Soon she found herself not only able 
to complete her dissertation ('Socio-Ethical Dimensions of Empathy: Elements of Robert Coles' 
Mode of Inquiry as Paradigmatic for Pastoral Care and Counseling), but also with the resources 
to step out of self-imposed obscurity and begin a new life as an activist and philanthropist. 
 
Hunt also found a new life partner, Charles Alexander Ansbacher. As former conductor of the 
Colorado Springs Symphony, Ansbacher became chairman of the Colorado Council of the 
Humanities and helped to select much of the public art now displayed at Denver International 
Airport. The two married on April 29, 1986, leading to a variety of creative collaborations. 
Swanee shared his artistic bent, becoming an enthusiastic amateur photographer with a one-
woman show to her credit. She also composed "The Witness Cantata: Meditations for Good 
Friday," which was played at Denver's Montview Presbyterian Church as well as seven other 
cities. Incorporating poetry from William Blake and Theodore Roethke along with the last seven 
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words spoken by Christ, the hour-long chorale melded her interests in music, theology, women, 
and charity.  
 
Though newspaper articles inevitably focused on her wealth, charisma, liberalism, and 
demanding nature, she would always insist that her work was the key. Once past the gripping 
family history, her mellifluous voice, and her money, the true nature of Swanee Hunt was more 
apparent. 
 
That's where the Malo mansion returns to the story. In 1981, Swanee and her sister Helen had 
founded the Hunt Alternatives Fund, committing half their yearly incomes to help the mentally 
ill, homeless, disenfranchised, and impoverished in Denver. But they needed a place to organize 
all that work, and the extensive office space at 500 East 8th Avenue was a perfect fit. It became 
the site of both the everyday organization and the occasional fete, including the annual Hunt 
Alternatives Fund Individual Leadership awards held on this site. 
 
On October 10, 1993, the Rocky Mountain News noted the mansion's centrality to her work: 
 

The Hunt Alternatives Fund is headquartered in a 23-room pale yellow mansion 
on the outskirts of downtown Denver, and everywhere in the Hunt-owned house 
hang color photographs that evoke a pensive mood. In the dark, cool cherry wood 
boardroom. In the marble front foyer. In Hunt's office with its lovely stained glass 
windows and antique rolltop desk. Everywhere are pictures of angelic children 
draped in rags, or ancient adults with faces rutted by gash-like wrinkles. Though 
the subjects apparently live in abject poverty, this is not what unifies the work. 
Each picture arrests the eye because it's such a striking close-up, as though those 
pictured were under some sort of spell, unable to pull away. The photographer is 
Swanee Hunt. 
 
Here in this mansion, Hunt has spent some of the most important hours of her life 
since 1981, when she founded the fund Here is where she and her staff spend 
long, thoughtful, difficult days, divvying up the loot. 
 

Swanee estimated she had raised $6-7 million over the previous dozen years, mainly from 
women. Through their generosity, Hunt Alternatives Fund was able to support a variety of 
nonprofit initiatives, including Sewall Child Development Center ($6,000), Mental Health 
Corporation of Denver ($8,000), Denver Urban Ministries ($10,000), Gay and Lesbian 
Community Center of Colorado ($10,000), Abusive Men Exploring New Directions ($12,000), 
Eden Theatrical Workshop ($10,000), National Hispana Leadership Institute ($15,000), and 
Urban Peak ($12,500). She estimated that her fund supported more than 400 local organizations 
addressing issues of poverty and discrimination. 
 
Governor Roy Romer noted that Swanee was "in the trenches, making a difference… She doesn't 
just write the checks." In addition to chairing the Hunt Alternatives Fund and serving as 
president of the Women's Foundation of Colorado, she was chair of both the Mayor's Human 
Capital Agenda Council and the Colorado Coordinating Council on Housing and the Homeless. 
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Amidst all her work, she chose a relatively modest living for herself, as indicated in a 1992 
Denver Post article: 
 

She lives not in the gated ghettos of the wealthy, but in a middle-class 
neighborhood in central Denver. Real estate agents point to her house in an effort 
to impress clients. Her house is big, but you won't find any evidence of a hyper-
yuppieism. It's furnished with comfortable furniture, folk paintings and two 
pianos. She drives a Ford [Taurus] wagon, which has seen cleaner days. Though 
she is an attractive woman, her clothes are definitely not Rodeo Drive, much less 
Paris. But she does have a family jet. 

 
Working out of her luxurious Capitol Hill mansion was therefore something of a paradox: 
 

The fact that my life is so comfortable, and others' are so very, very difficult, is 
simply an accident. It is not a part of a divine plan, it is not by the grace of God, it 
is not the gift of good karma. It is not fair. It is not fair… 
 
It just makes sense to me that if one person has more than she needs and others 
don't have enough, there's a proper response to that. Now, I am not pure in this, 
by any means. Look around. This is not a paragon of justice, this life you're sitting 
here staring at. 

 
Swanee's father was among the most strident right-wingers, a fanatic anti-Communist sometimes 
blamed for the storm of hatred which met John F. Kennedy when he visited Dallas in November 
1963. His daughter's support for liberal causes was thus somewhat more than ironic, especially 
when she made national news in 1992 for giving holding a $1 million fundraiser for Bill 
Clinton's presidential campaign, and personally donating $250,000 – the second largest single 
gift to his successful election bid. It was all part of her campaign to illustrate women's roles in 
the electoral process. She called it "Serious Women, Serious Issues, Serious Money." 
 
Hunt was especially committed to women's causes. As she told one reporter, "I am not afraid to 
be called feminist. I value nurturing in this society. It is time that women take our place and our 
power in it. Of my personal political contributions, at least 51 percent is set aside for women's 
political campaigns." 
 
The Malo mansion provided an environment that her father would have found very foreign: 
 

When you go to her office you will be met by a black woman. In the background of 
a conference call with her is the giggling of an infant, the child of her scheduler. 
Her staff includes gays, Hispanics and blacks in decision-making positions. She 
calls a meeting in the conference room where portraits of her parents hang "so 
that mom and dad can smile down disapprovingly on us." At 41, Hunt has come to 
her own conclusions. 
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In 1993, Swanee Hunt left Denver, as President Clinton had chosen her as the U.S. ambassador 
to Austria. She held on to their residence 1215 Detroit until on August 25, 1997, when she sold it 
for $545,000. She retained the Malo mansion for even longer. 
 
In her four years as ambassador, Hunt managed a staff of 500 and 
forged new paths in public diplomacy, with both a weekly 
newspaper column and radio address. She worked extensively on 
the cause of peace in the neighboring Balkan states, hosting 
international symposia and working with women to rebuild the 
artistic heritage in Bosnian schools, libraries, and parks. Her book, 
This Was Not Our War: Bosnian Women Reclaiming the Peace 
was published by Duke University Press in 2005. 
 
Swantee is now the director of a Harvard University program on 
Women and Public Policy. Yet inasmuch as she's devoted much of 
her efforts to women, she hopes that she will be seen as a 
generalist: "I've decided I don't want people to think of me as being 
an expert in any one thing, as much as an expert in living. I want to 
be someone people think of when they think, 'Who is someone 
wise we can call about this problem?' " 
 
She certainly displayed some of that wisdom while working in the 
Malo mansion, for it was there that she reflected on the meaning 
that could be found in history: 
 
"The past and future aren't separate," she said. "If you can make peace with the past, you can 
arrive at the future with some sense of congruity." 
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The future of 500 East 8th Avenue came in stages. On January 31, 2006, Hafermehl Properties 
Inc (still the legal owner) transferred 500 East Avenue to Copland Properties LLC and CNE 
Exchange Properties 112 LLC, under the watchful eye of corporate manager Judith B Wagner. 
Four months later, the property was deeded to BY Investments LLC, putting the mansion in the 
hands of its current owners for a cool $2 million. 
 
Somehow the structure lost 500 square feet in the process. Whereas its January 2006 listing 
indicated that the home comprised 15,774 square feet, contemporary listings have it at 15,230 
square feet. 
 
Nevertheless, the Malo mansion is now home to Buchanan Yonushewski Group. It's here where 
architects John Yonushewski and Brad Buchanan provide single sourcing for architecture, 
construction, and project management for Denver's development community. 
 



Commissioned by Buchanan Yonushewski Group 

© Historical Insights, Inc.  Page 45 

As the Denver Post wrote on December 7, 2005, the Malo mansion offers just the sort of 
"Offices of Elegance" they were looking for. 

 
…When the [Schleier] mansion was put up for sale, the architecture firm 
Buchanan Yonushewski Group LLC looked at it. The firm had outgrown the 9,000 
square feet it occupies in the Brind Mansion at 825 Logan St. Instead, the firm 
purchased the 15,000-square-foot Malo Mansion at 500 E. Eighth Ave., where it 
will relocate in March. 
 
"Being architects and contractors, there's a certain quality level we like," said 
John Yonushewski, a partner in the firm. "It's hard to find in fairly generic office 
space." 
 
The atmosphere and location help the firm attract top-notch talent, but if a 
company is looking to warehouse people, a mansion wouldn't be the right 
building. 
 
"You're not going to a sterile environment, you're going into a comfortable 
environment," Yonushewski said. "It's like coming home to work." 
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The historical setting for 500 East 8th Avenue was Capitol Hill. Our property owner, Richard 
Whitsitt, believed that he had rightful ownership of the area in the early 1860s, but lost it. Henry 
Cordes Brown took advantage of Whitsitt’s undocumented claim by erecting a cabin at 12th and 
Sherman and using the Homestead Act to purchase 160 acres of land for just $200. Although 
Whitsitt threatened a duel, Brown unsheathed his carpenter’s hatchet in return. No blows were 
ever struck, and the land called “Brown’s Bluff” was established. 
 
The north-south, east-west orientation of Capitol Hill streets broke the diagonal layout upon 
which Denver had been founded. But when city planners objected, Brown received formal 
approval of the territorial legislature for his plat in June 1869. The mold was thus broken, and 
most of Denver thereafter adopted Brown’s north-south, east-west orientation. 
 
Brown’s Bluff was named for the capitol well before the Capitol building itself had been 
planned. In fact, Denver wasn’t even the capital city of Denver when Brown deeded the 
legislature his parcel of land. He hoped they might establish the governmental seat in this area, 
but so did nearly a dozen other developers in the state. All hoped to raise the value of adjacent 
properties by having the Capitol built in their midst, but the territorial government dithered on 
making a decision, and by 1879 the gift struck Brown as unnecessary. However, when Brown 
sought to reclaim the donated parcel, the state successfully lobbied the US Supreme Court to 
block the effort. Brown‘s initial objective was finally achieved: the state broke ground on the 
new Capitol building, and Capitol Hill’s prominence was secured. 
 
Although an early center of the elite, Capitol Hill has always been a place of diversity. Even in 
the era of millionaire mansions, service workers lived in the area nearby their affluent employers. 
Squatters took up residence on the nearby park lands and small farmers drew from the precious 
water in the City Ditch. And when the financial Panic of 1893 ruined fortunes, the middle class 
moved into the homes of the once-gloriously rich. 
 
Today, Capitol Hill is well known for its urban ambience, mixed neighborhoods, coffee shops, 
art galleries and unique historic districts. Millionaire’s Row, Wyman District, Poet’s Row, and 
Quality Hill are all contained within its boundaries. Community spirit is fostered by the strong 
leadership of Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods (CHUN) and its yearly People’s Fair. 
Thankfully, the area is now far less contentious than in its blustery beginnings. 
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Few historical resources are more treasured than maps, because they provide visual reference for 
hundreds of unspoken changes in use, priority, relationships, and basic configuration. 
 
Below is a series of maps which helps to reveal these changes over time. They are provided 
without comment, and invite open scrutiny of the environment thus depicted. 
 
 
1872 Thayer map 
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1874 Glover bird's eye view 
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1882 W H Lawrence map 
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1885 Rollandet map 
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1887 Denver Litho Company map 
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1887 Robinson map 
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1893 City of Denver survey map 
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1898 Rollandet map 
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1904 Denver City Tramway map 
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1905 Baist map 
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1925 Sanborn map 
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1929 City of Denver zoning map 
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1937 Sanborn map 
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1940 WPA map 
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1955 Sanborn map 
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1960 Sanborn map 
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1974 Sanborn map 
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2002 Aerial photo 
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Certainly more can be discovered about this home. Additional photo archives, architectural 
inspections, deeds of sale, and permit information, and genealogical research would tell us more 
about the stories within these walls. 
 
In all of this, there is an implicit value. As pledged in the Historical Insights mission statement: 
 

We look not simply to reveal facts about the past, but to illuminate real people 
and life-events both great and small. As homes are a tangible record of culture, 
we hope that these studies will connect people to the past, and in so doing, 
strengthen ties to the homes, communities, and historical record to which we all 
belong. 

 
With this phase of the research complete, we leave the building with a more certain place in our 
community and thoughts than it otherwise would have enjoyed. Its history deserved to be told, 
and we are all rewarded as a result. 


